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Greg Shaw documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring, with the Twentieth Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip this year to Dunedin, Florida.  Greg is the only plank owner of the annual event, having attended all twenty years since 1997.  The Class of 1969 replaced the Class of 1964 for the highest level of attendance with classmates Vince Kinal, Chris Kreiler, Greg Shaw, Bill Bowen, and Rube Olsen at the Blue Jays’ Stadium in Dunedin.  The group photo records Jack Harrald (‘64), Jack's Grandson Davis, Chris, Paul Pluta (‘67), Steve Schember (‘67), Jim Card (‘64), Mike Bohlman (‘66), Vince, Jim Paskewich (‘68), and Greg.  Not pictured but present were Dick Herr (‘64) and Rudy Peschel (‘63).  The 2017 trip is planned for Phoenix and the Cactus League.  Send Greg an e-mail (glshaw@gwu.edu) if you are interested.
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1969: The Coast Guard Academy Boys of Summer in Dunedin, Florida
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1969: Vince, Chris, Greg, Bill & Rube at Blue Jays' Spring Training

I received an unusual e-mail from Paul Prokop that included a photo of Paul in USN cammies and the following comments: “LCDR Clark reporting for duty in his starring role in the hit TV series NCIS New Orleans.  I even have a SWO pin.”  I wrote back to him and asked for the rest of the story.  “NCIS New Orleans films in and around New Orleans and they periodically seek out background extras with military experience.  I got an email seeking my participation, so I sent in a copy of my retired military ID and was told to report for duty. We showed up at 1000 in Chalmette and were outfitted and costumed - one's rank depended primarily on the size of the uniform - everyone from mess cook to captain.  We then spent the day filming aboard the USNS YANO (T-AKR-297), a MSC RO/RO in reserve status here on the river.  We wrapped up those scenes by 1700, then shifted to downtown and civilian clothes, where we filmed various street chase and capture scenes.  We wrapped at 0215 the following morning.  The crew and cast are just outstanding folks with whom to work - no complaining, totally professional - just hard work and long hours, 5 days a week during the season.  Everyone is friendly and dedicated to the task at hand - much like the Coast Guard crews we know so well.  I had never seen the show before filming, but I figure my participation should raise their profile.  Molly and I remain fascinated by the film (Molly was in the movie Benjamin Button) and TV show production process here in ‘Hollywood South.’  Somebody ought to do a leadership study on these folks - failure is not an option - if it is not right, do it again (and again, etc.) - this is what keeps a force of 150 on the streets until 0215.  They pay $12 per hour and feed you all you can eat, and you do not need to be a member of a union unless you have a speaking part.”
[image: image3.jpg]S e W |

i~
PrLE aen?™

g |:= .
= Ly 8 4
: = ! Y~ '
- 1 KA N AV ; N\
L "'fi\v‘" Ala\® ]}y .
! = el = ) ‘9“ Wk
1 | == wite ] I
I i : . 5
S : 3
— B \
-~ a2
\"- =
O =7l -
e A




1969: Paul Prokop reporting for duty in New Orleans

Now a little known fact about Paul and Jon Vaughn.  Paul and Jon were classmates at Beverly High School (Massachusetts) in the Class of 1965.  I recently met some ’65 graduates of Beverly High who remember them both, and when I asked Paul about this, he responded: “Jon’s Dad was stationed at Coast Guard Air Station Salem.  I had no idea who his Dad was or that Jon was going to the Coast Guard Academy until I ran into him during Swab Summer.  We had double dated to the junior prom at Beverly High (our dates were friends) – that is where I first met Jon.  We both were dumped by our dates not long after the prom!”  Jon’s Dad, Don Vaughn (CGA ’47), was the Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn at Floyd Bennett Field when Drew Gerfin, Ted White and I reported to Brooklyn out of Navy Flight School in 1971.
Members, spouses, and friends of the Class of '69 enjoyed a 15 day cruise from Budapest to Amsterdam this spring sailing aboard the Emerald Sun on the Danube, Main and Rhine Rivers.  Thanks to the planning and organizing of John and Lesley Miner, assisted by Bruce and Gail Griffiths, and Jim and Cindy Burk, our party enjoyed a fun-filled and educational trip through five countries.  Susie Pokress provided travel arrangements, reservations and advice for extended stays in Amsterdam and Budapest.  A group photo at the on-board cocktail party that John arranged includes: (back row, l to r): Fred Riley, Lesley Miner, Bob Pokress, Kim Parish, Loretta Walz, Priscilla Laite, Bob and Kathy Gravino, Jannet Wick, Rob Henry, Jim Burk, John Miner, Jan Riley, Gail Walraven Griffiths. (Second row, l to r): Cathy Flanigan, Susie Pokress, Anne Curtis, Jane Snyder, Whitney Henry, Cindy Burk, John Curtis. (First row, l to r): George Flanigan, Bruce Griffiths, Stan Walz, and John Wick.  In Durnstein, Austria, seven members of our party left the ship for a 30 kilometer biking tour along the Danube, meeting the ship later that day at our next port call at Melk, Austria.  Class bikers included Whitney Henry, George Flanigan, Bob Pokress, Rob Henry, Bruce Griffiths, and Cindy and Jim Burk.  The cruise was perfect, the scenery beautiful, the food fantastic, and the crew outstanding. We are already talking about our next river cruise.
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1969: Classmates, spouses and friends on the Emerald Sun
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1969: Biking tour along the Danube River, with Rob Henry as the keeper of The Bulletin
While underway on the Emerald Sun, I received the following from Fred Adamchak: “I hope you are having a great time on your river cruise.  Linda and I recently returned from a Viking cruise in Portugal.  Unfortunately, there was no cruising.  The authorities blocked traffic on the Duoro River because the river was running high and fast due to heavy rains in Spain and Portugal in the preceding weeks.  Buoys had been moved out of position, and we never did see any buoy tenders or work boats working on the buoys.  We lived on the ship, which was docked near a remote town.  We did all of the shore tours by bus – not at all like cruising.”
While some of us were cruising northern European rivers, Stu White was piloting a canal boat in France. Stu credited his successful docking skills to aviation flight training.
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1969: Stu White at the helm

