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PAUL GARRITY has been working as a consultant to both the Coast Guard and Eurocopter, the European helicopter manufacturer, developing a plan for an upgrade to the Coast Guard’s HH-65 helicopter.  His plan was evaluated by all three competitors for the Deepwater competition and chosen by the winning Integrated Coast Guard System (ICGS) team as the solution for the Deepwater Program’s Multi-mission Cutter Helicopter (MCH).  Eurocopter is now retrofitting the Coast Guard’s fleet of 95 HH-65 helicopters with more powerful Turbomeca Arriel 2C2 engines, as the first phase of the HH-65 Evolution Plan.  The Japan Coast Guard has a program similar to Deepwater to evaluate their present future mission challenges and then select assets that can meet those challenges.  Learning of the success of the HH-65 Reengining Program and how it has increased the performance capabilities of the USCG’s HH-65 helicopters, the Japan Coast Guard wanted to explore how this new version of the Eurocopter Dauphin series of aircraft might meet their needs.  In early February, PAUL was part of a Eurocopter marketing team that traveled to Japan to meet with Japan Coast Guard officials to present a potential replacement for some of their helicopter fleet.  PAUL briefed the Superintendent of the Japan Coast Guard Aviation School and his senior flight instructors in Sendai, Japan, 250 miles north of Tokyo.  
Thanks to BILL BISSELL, contact has been made with the following classmates, and their e-mail addresses have been added to the Class List.
RICH LECLERC (RedOak@cox.net): “Nice to hear from you after all these years.  I’ll be moving from Virginia to Missouri in the next couple of months and this e-mail address will go away with the move.  I’ll send you an update whenever I get my new ISP.  I retired from federal service about three years ago and I am enjoying the free time and of course the pension.”
JACK STUMPFF (jstumpff@securedoor.com): “I am in good health and enjoy plenty of spirits.  Thank you for asking.  I hope you and your family are enjoying good health as well.  It has been a long time since those “gourmet club” dinners in DC.  Through no one’s fault but my own, I have lost contact with most all in the class.  It will be nice to hear about the class.”

HOWARD WATERS (hcwaters@msn.com): “What a nice surprise to receive your letter and invitation to join the contact list.  Thanks also for the class notes.  I have not received the Bulletin for quite some time.  It was good to see some familiar names.  It’s hard to believe it has been 37 years since graduation.  I will send some info later on what I’ve been up to since I got out in 1975.  Could you send me some info on how to re-join the Alumni Association?  Thanks for your efforts to keep the comms open for us.  I look forward to hearing more about our class.”
DON DEBOK forwarded a home address for JIM CAIN, and with luck we should hear from JIM soon.  DON (DDeBok@aol.com) wrote: “All is well here.  I continue to dabble at consulting for other financial planners and I am teaching Cash Flow Analysis, on line, through the extension program at the University of California, Irvine.  Hope all is well with you and your family.  It has been a California winter to gloat about; nearly perfect weather.”
BOB POKRESS has finalized details for ordering the Class of ’69 A Jackets from L.L. Bean.  For those who did not receive my e-mail in mid December, BOB had L.L. Bean’s corporate clothing department create a prototype of an updated version of the old A Jackets with the Academy emblem and “1969” both embroidered on the jacket, just as they were on the A Jackets that we wore as cadets.  The updated version uses L.L. Bean’s three season, Polartec and Thinsulate-lined jacket in navy blue.  BOB reports that it looks almost identical to our old A Jackets, except this version comes with an insulated collar that zips up around your neck and has many zippered inside pockets.  The following is BOB’s directions for ordering the A Jackets.  “Here’s the contact info for Tom Roy, the account specialist at L.L. Bean with whom I worked to create our Class’s Academy A Jacket reproduction.  I have set things up with Tom so that people can place their orders for the A Jackets directly with him.  By so doing, everyone will have a lifetime guarantee on their jackets (not possible if we did a group order), and the jackets will be shipped directly to each person.  Classmates should mention when they call Tom that they are ordering the Coast Guard Academy Class of 1969 jackets.”  Thomas Roy, Account Specialist, L.L. Bean (Direct to Business), Phone: 800.832.1889 x30531, Fax: 800.243.4994, tsroy@llbean.com.  I verified the above information with Tom Roy; he was helpful and up to speed on our order.  The approximate cost is $85 plus shipping.
BOB GLYNN commented on the jackets: “Got my A Jacket in mid-February.  It’s a good deal – light yet warm due to the Thinsulate lining.  It looks great and is well worth the money.  With the embroidering and shipping, to the west coast it was about $95.00.  Good job, BOB POKRESS!”

By the time you read this column, BOB & SUE POKRESS, GREG & JANE KETCHEN (CGA ’70), and BOB & KATHY GRAVINO will be enjoying themselves Under The Tuscan Sun.  The attached photo was taken over the President’s Day Weekend in Maine, where the weather was anything but warm.  Note the stylish A Jacket that BOB POKRESS is sporting.

I end this column announcing a winner to the BOB POKRESS Coast Guard Hollywood trivia question from the February 2006 Class Notes.  “Name the movie in which Semper Paratus is an integral part of the musical score, which went on to win the Oscar for Best Musical Score.”  DAN CARNEY came up with the correct answer: The High and the Mighty 1954.  I “volunteered” RUBE OLSEN to provide the prize for the first person to correctly answer the question: a one semester, three credit hour Navigation course at the Webb Institute in New York, where RUBE is President.  RUBE’s reply to my generosity: “Oops….Now we have a serious problem – no nav courses here at Webb!  We could offer another round of dffyQ or fluids or…  Be happy to buy lunch…”
