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The Class suffered the loss of a good friend and classmate with the death of Andy Anderson on Christmas Eve.  ANDREW WARREN ANDERSON, admiralty attorney and retired US Coast Guard Commander, passed away after a valiant 9-year battle with cancer.  He was born in Bryn Mawr, PA, son of Doris and Andrew Donald Anderson, and grew up in Collingdale, PA.  He is survived by his wife of 47 years, the former Ann Tousley of Parkland, FL; daughter Kate Bogue, son-in-law Bryan Bogue, and granddaughter Harper Bogue, all of Coral Springs, FL; brother Keith Anderson of Gibsonville, NC and sister Lisa Baker of Milton, DE.  Andy retired after 20 years active duty serving in Honolulu and Hilo, HI; Vietnam; Miami; Seattle; and Washington, DC.  He served as Commanding Officer of USCGC Cape Small and USCGC Dauntless, and was assigned to Coast Guard Intelligence and Law Enforcement in Washington, DC and Miami.  A high point in his life was receiving the Coast Guard Commendation medal from then Vice-President George H.W. Bush in 1986.  He received his Juris Doctor degree Magna Cum Laude, as well his LLM, from the University of Miami Law School, where he taught for over 20 years, while also practicing admiralty and maritime law, most recently with Chartwell Law Offices in Miami and Deerfield Beach. 

Andy's love of all things Scottish led to his longtime role as Drum Major with both the St. Andrew's Pipe Band in Miami and the US Coast Guard Pipe Band.  He served as President of the Fort Lauderdale Mariners Club, the Scottish American Society of South Florida, and the church council at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Miami.  He also taught classes and did volunteer patrols with the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Andy was a voracious reader and had an incredible gift for storytelling.  He will be remembered for his remarkable intelligence and knowledge of history, sense of humor, and generosity of spirit. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, February 25, 2017 @ 2:00 PM at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 11295 SW 57th Avenue, Miami, FL.


(The preceding was published in the February 2017 Bulletin’s Class Notes column, and is reprinted due to publishing errors in the February Bulletin.)

Coast Guard Station Ft. Lauderdale and 7th District Auxiliary Division 3 conducted a ceremony on January 21st to spread Andy’s ashes at sea from an underway 45’ MRB.  The simple service followed notes in Andy’s hymnal relating to similar ceremonies he conducted as Commanding Officer of Cutters Cape Small and Dauntless.  Ann, daughter Kate and her husband Bryan, brother-in-law Bill Thomas (CGA ‘70), and members of Division 3’s staff and five flotillas were on-board.  The service ended with Amazing Grace and Taps piped by a long-time associate of Andy’s from the Coast Guard and St. Andrews Pipe Bands. 
The memorial service held for Andy on February 25th in Miami was attended by Bill and Lisa Bissell, Rube Olsen, Bill Thomas and Jay Carmichael (CGA ’70), and Marty Lindal (CGA ‘64).  Bill and Lisa traveled from California and he commented: “It was a very well done affair.  Ann had everything done with military precision.  Andy was deeply involved with a bagpipe marching society, and they paraded down the aisle to start the service playing Semper Paratus.  ‘11 pipers piping’ has new meaning for me.”  Rube drove over from the west coast of Florida: “Andy's daughter captured the character of her dad in a beautiful presentation.  Lots of kilts and bagpipes.”  Harry Dudley (CGA ’66), the Drum Major of the Coast Guard Pipe Band, expressed the feelings of the Pipe Band: “Andy was a major influence on the Band; it would not exist if it had not been for his guidance.  He played a significant role in making the Band a success.”
John Cwiek’s widow, Dodie, recently updated their news.  John and Dodie lived in Atlanta, Georgia for twenty years after he left active duty.  John worked as a chemical engineer, and together they raised four children in Atlanta, before retiring north of Tampa, Florida.  John was a talented musician (remember the Academy’s underground band Why Us?, created early in our cadet days by John and featuring Drew Gerfin, Bruce Klimek, Dave Irvine and Pete Pichini (CGA ’70), Chris John (CGA ’68), and Bob Brown (CGA ’72)).  It was reported in this column many years ago that John was involved in a number of musical groups in Atlanta that displayed his abilities on a wide range of instruments, from his Polka band (accordion) to a country western group (guitars).  John died of a rare blood disease in 2012.
Jerry Hale connected with Jack Bergman since Jack’s election in November to the US House of Representatives as the representative from Michigan’s 1st Congressional District.  “I had a great visit with Jack after the National Prayer Breakfast held in Washington in early February.  He walked into our meeting and it was like 50+ years was just yesterday.  Jack considers himself a member of the class and is up on all the comings and goings you send out.  He hopes to join us for our 50th reunion.  Jack exudes calmness and competence.  I believe he will prove to be a great Congressman.”
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1969: Jerry Hale & Jack Bergman after the National Prayer Breakfast

Paul and Candace Bodenhofer, Gary and Nancy Pavlik, Bob and Sue Pokress, David and Lee Snyderman (USPHS, Retired), and Kathy and I attended the February production of Footloose, presented by the Academy’s Cadet Music Department.  If you have the opportunity to catch one of their yearly musicals, do so; you’ll be amazed at the talents of the young men and women that make up the Corps of Cadets.
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1969: Class gathering for the Cadet production of Footloose
Bruce and Gail Griffiths recently visited New Orleans with Tom and Karen Rutenberg.  Bruce’s comments: “Since Karen is a native we got a backstage pass for her bayou, hoodoo, and voodoo tour!  We also dined with Drew Gerfin; the last time I saw Drew was when the Hamilton relieved the Spencer in Viet Nam in 1969!”
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1969: Tom Rutenberg, Bruce Griffiths and Drew Gerfin in New Orleans

There’s a new email address for George Bond: gdbondii@cox.net.  George and Gayle are both retired from teaching and living in New Orleans with son and grandchildren nearby.  George continues his work with the Coast Guard Auxiliary, spending much of his time on the road teaching and rewriting Auxiliary Leadership courses.
Paul and Candace Bodenhofer spent a week in March at the Grand Residences in Puerto Moreles, Mexico with Bob and Barbara Thorne.  They returned to Connecticut just in time for the arrival of Super Storm Stella with its hurricane strength winds and significant snowfall.
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1969: Paul & Candace Bodenhofer and Bob & Barbara Thorne in Puerto Moreles

Bob Pokress is again running for school committee member in Andover, Massachusetts.  Joe Ponti (CGA '61) is the official photographer and "Senior Political Advisor for Domestic and International Policies" for Bob’s campaign.
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1969: Bob Pokress and supporters on the campaign trail

Kathy and I recently spent two weeks in Southern California visiting son Tim and his family.  We saw Bob and Lynn Glynn in San Diego, and had dinner with Lynn and Bruce and Gayle Griffiths near the Griffiths’ home in La Jolla.  Bob works with a defense contractor conducting bridge and navigation simulator courses for the US Navy, and Bruce continues with his consulting firm providing mentoring and leadership training to a wide variety of clients.  Though both couples head east in the summer (the Glynn’s to coastal Connecticut and the Griffiths to a cabin in Wisconsin), it is not expected they will ever give up their “California Dreaming” lifestyle in California. 
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1969: Dinner in La Jolla: Kathy & Bob Gravino, Bruce & Gail Griffiths and Lynn Glynn
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