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BOB and BARBARA THORNE, PAUL GARRITY and his granddaughter Madeline, and KATHY and I attended Commencement at the Academy on May 18.  Graduation was held inside due to inclement weather, but the enthusiasm of the graduates and the attendance of President Barack Obama as the Commencement speaker made for an enjoyable event.  BOB POKRESS did not walk with the Academy faculty this year; he and SUSIE were away on a European cruise.

PAUL GARRITY returned from a trip to China shortly before Commencement: “In early May, I was part of a Eurocopter marketing delegation responding to an interest by China’s Ministry of Transport and their China Rescue and Salvage Bureau (organization that performs Maritime Search and Rescue) in purchasing the Eurocopter AS 365 N3+ helicopter (similar to the USCG’s MH-65C).  My part of the presentation was to tell the story of the HH-65 in USCG service.  I spent 12 days in China, meeting with the China Ministry of Transport representatives at their headquarters in Beijing.  I visited three China Rescue and Salvage Bureau operating units, one in Penglai on the Yellow Sea, one in Shanghai on the East China Sea and one in Zhuhai on the South China Sea.  The Chinese representatives I met with have an extremely high regard for the United States Coast Guard as the world’s expert in Maritime Search and Rescue.  During this relatively short exposure to China, with most time spent in big cities, I found the Chinese people very friendly, happy and adjusting nicely to capitalism.  I made a visit to the Great Wall of China and the “Bird’s Nest” National Stadium in Beijing’s Olympic Park.  This was a great trip and a wonderful opportunity.”
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1969: PAUL GARRITY at the Bird's Nest National Stadium in Beijing
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1969: PAUL at the Great Wall of China
BOB THORNE traveled down to North Carolina after Commencement to play golf with STU WHITE at Pinehurst #2.  “STU shot a solid 84 on the great course.  I enjoyed the experience of playing the track, except for the frequency in the sand.  STU and I also played Tobacco Road, National and Pine Needles with CGA graduates Rob Ayers, Mike Hicks, Scott Rogerson and Bobby Lam.  Tom Watson said “golf is not a matter of life and death at Pinehurst; it’s more important than that”, and that’s why STU lives there.  Attached is a photo with Payne Stewart who won the U.S. Open at Pinehurst in 1999.”
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1969: STU WHITE & BOB THORNE with good friend Payne Stewart
JACK STUMPFF found me on Facebook and sent an update on his activities: “I run and co-own Secure Enterprises, a company since 2003 that manufactures bracing systems to reinforce garage and commercial doors against high winds.  We have four patented products for residential sectional doors, commercial sectional doors, commercial rollup doors and a product designed and manufactured exclusively for B&D Doors of Australia for use in Australia and New Zealand.  You can check us out at http://www.youtube.com/user/SecureEnterprises.  I sell the residential product to Lowes and Ace Hardware as well as various shutter companies, mostly in the Southeast.  The commercial sectional is sold primarily to Bryce Parker Doors who uses our heavier brace on their glass and aluminum doors to meet the wind-rating standards for coastal areas.  During the off-season for hurricanes, I have a consulting company that does work for banks with a former co-worker from my ten years at Hamilton Bank (1993-2002).  ARLINE and I have been married 40 years in April, one son, and no grandchildren – just four dogs.”
In May I forwarded an e-mail to the Class asking if there was any interest in donating a brick to the C-130 memorial at Air Station Sacramento (to date, I’ve had no response).  I received the following from BRUCE GRIFFITHS: “Thanks, Bob.  I’ll resist all the humorous retorts possible in response to planning for a “class brick”.  No grandkids (thank God, as none of my three sons have taken a bride yet!) but I do have a new avocation.  I helped form, and now race with, an outrigger paddling club, the Kanaka Outrigger Canoe Club of San Diego Bay.  It’s a quintessential west coast/Hawaiian sport that gets me on the water three times a week for a great workout.  It’s racing season now so we’ve got six 12 mile ocean races ahead of us.  We tow our canoes all the way to Avila Bay, about ½ the way to San Francisco.  If any classmate visits Southern California, I can always get a seat on a canoe for some fun in the sun and a great workout.  In the attached photo, that’s me sitting #2.”
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1969: BRUCE GRIFFITHS racing with the Kanaka Outrigger Canoe Club

GEORGE BOND visited the CGC Waesche in Alameda during a break from teaching the LAMS course for area Coast Guard units.  “We were invited on board by an MK1 who is married to one of our students.  No portholes, and technology that none of us would recognize.  The Waesche Class Cutter was to be double crewed but it didn’t happen.  With a single crew and a schedule of 3 months out and 1 month in, they may have a challenge.  Our LAM instructional team includes a NOAA commissioned officer who is assigned to the Leadership and Development Center in the OCS branch at CGA as the NOAA liaison.”
[image: image5.jpg]" Us0GC WAESCHE (WMS]




1969: GEORGE BOND  on board the CGC Waesche
MARK PRESENT continues his travels through the west: “PAULA and I had a wonderful experience on the Snake River out of Lewiston, Idaho.  The water was high, fast flowing and cold.  We took a jet boat for the first part of the trip and then changed over to a Boogie boat for a ride to the base of Hells Canyon Dam.  The beauty of Hells Canyon and the class 5 rapids made the trip worthwhile.  We saw elk, deer, big horn rams, brown bears and bald and golden eagles along the way.  We then headed up to Coeur d’Alene for a few days, where some interesting sculptures had been added since I worked there in 1988-1989.”
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1969: MARK & PAULA PRESENT on the Snake River
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1969: MARK PRESENT and friend in Coeur d'Alene
