August 2012

’69 CLASS CORRESPONDENT
CAPT Bob Gravino

2 Summer Street
Ipswich, MA 01938
(978) 356-0825 (H)

E-mail: rcgravino@aol.com
Web: http://www.uscga69.org
BARRY KANE again hosted the Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon during the first week of May.  STU WHITE, JOHN MINER, FRED SCHMITT, JIM BURK, WALT MCDOUGALL, RICH VLAUN and BARRY played 36 holes a day for three days and stayed at BARRY’S home in North Carolina for the event.  JOHN was the overall winner for this, the Fifth Annual Marathon.  BARRY also announced his retirement effective May 31.  “We will spend the rest of this year in Virginia, put the house on the market next spring and move to a house in River Landing (Wallace, North Carolina) that we had built last year.  TED WHITE and WALT MCDOUGALL both live in River Landing.”  BARRY, TIM JOSIAH and RICH VLAUN also played in the Coast Guard Golf Tournament at Barefoot Resort in Myrtle Beach.  BARRY sent along a photo of them having lunch with their wives at Jimmy Buffet’s restaurant in Myrtle Beach during a break in the action.
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1969: BARRY KANE'S Fifth Annual Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon
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1969: TIM & MARLENE JOSIAH, BARRY & BETTYMARIE KANE and RICH & BETH VLAUN at Jimmy Buffets in Myrtle Beach
JIM HULL sent a note letting me know that ROD SCHULTZ had been honored by the Navy League in Hawaii.  I sent a congratulatory message to ROD and received the following: “I was one of five individuals given 2012 Merchant Mariner of the Year awards by the Pearl Harbor chapter of the US Navy League.  I received the Service Vessel Industry Award.  I have been employed by Metson Marine Services for 9½ years as master of a 65 foot torpedo retriever and was nominated by Metson for the award.  I always thought that sailing around Pearl Harbor every day and working with young Navy submariners was reward enough, but it was great to be recognized for being there when needed.  CINDY and I enjoyed a great lunch with superb remarks by 14th District Commander Charlie Ray (CGA ’81).  I don’t know how long this job will last … I don’t plan on being the last 69er still working … but it is still a lot of fun.”
On June 4th, I sent out a class e-mail blast asking classmates what they were doing 43 years ago on this date.  I also asked CAPT SORENG to respond, although I’m sure his memories of that day included “thank goodness, I succeeded in getting these guys to this day!”  Here are some of the responses.
GEORGE NACCARA: “I almost forgot … how things have changed!  Ask the guys who bought new Corvettes that year – what was the sticker price?  Buying gas in downtown New London for $0.28 a gallon … a beer and a great hamburger at Hank and Huey’s was about $2.00.  Where was the stock market?  What did some guys pay for a new home?  Who had children the day we graduated???  How many classmates have we lost over the years?  A time to pause and remember … and thanks for reminding me.”
DREW GERFIN: “Great reminder.  Only news: daughters both earned their masters degrees in education in May, Ashley from Xavier University and Leslie from the University of Phoenix.  Ashley is living in New Orleans and Leslie in Mobile.  Both enjoy teaching.  I’m semi-retired – still have my contract with Trinidad and Tobago but activity is minimal.”
DICK BURKE: “Let’s see, what was I doing 43 years ago … I do remember throwing a white hat up in the air for some reason.  I’ve attached two photos.  One is our Christmas photo showing six of our seven children, all but one of their spouses, and one significant other (scheduled to become a spouse in August).  We also have nine grandchildren in the photo.  If you look closely you may be able to detect that two of our daughters were pregnant at the time.  Henry was born in January and Annabelle was born in April.  Our oldest grandchild (16 years old in June) and her parents weren’t able to be with us at Christmas.  Bottom line, if you count them up, we now have a very even dozen grandchildren (six girls and six boys).  The other photo is BEKKI and I with our grandson Nicklas in a photo op with San Francisco Bay and the Golden Gate Bridge in the background.  I’m hoping to close out my second career (AT&T) within the next year so that I can spend more time as a husband, dad and granddad.”
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1969: DICK & BEKKI BURKE with family at Christmas
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1969: DICK & BEKKI BURKE with grandson
JIM ROBINSON: “Wow, time flies!  I remember seeing you on TV about 40 years ago, flying a helicopter on some kiddy show.  Now, if I can only remember where I put my golf shoes, I’ll hit the links this morning.  To explain the Longhorn fans’ picture that I’ve sent, LINDA and I spent nearly a third of our Coast Guard career in Texas, even though I’m still a Buckeye-at-heart.  Both of our children (Geoff and Buffy) and Buffy’s husband, Terry, are University of Texas at Austin grads, so we continue to support the Horns big time.  Since we lost so many football games during our time at CGA, we’re owed many wins and enjoy when UT is successful.  We’re in mourning since UT missed the NCAA baseball tournament for the first time in 14 years, but we just won the NCAA golf tournament.  Both Geoff and Terry are UT educated pharmacists, class of 1997.  Claudia (Buffy) holds two UT degrees and is a triathlete who’s about to make us grandparents for the first time.”
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1969: JIM & LINDA ROBINSON -- Longhorn Fans
RICH and BETH VLAUN attended the graduation of their son Mark (CGA ’94) from the US Marine Corps Senior Service School at Quantico, Virginia.  The photo includes Mark, wife Kristen, daughter Brooke, son Anderson, and BETH and RICH.  Mark was a Distinguished Graduate and has orders as a JAG to the NORTHCOM staff in Colorado Springs.
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1969: RICH & BETH VLAUN and family at son Mark's graduation
PAUL GARRITY had another opportunity to visit China, joining a delegation from Eurocopter China on a Dauphin Helicopter promotion tour to China’s Maritime Search and Rescue units in Penglai, Xiamen and Shanghai and their headquarters in Beijing.  The accompanying photo was taken near the summit of the Great Wall of China in Badaling, near Beijing.  He returned home to Cape Cod in time to attend the birth of his sixth grandchild, and second granddaughter, the second child of his youngest daughter Kristine.
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1969: PAUL GARRITY on the Great Wall of China
The In Memoriam section of the June Alumni Bulletin reported the simultaneous deaths of Capt. Benjamin E. Joyce, USCG, (Ret), and his wife Pat, on April 13. 2012.  JIM DOHERTY asked that I include the following comments about Captain Joyce and his wife in our Class Notes column.  “When I reported to the USCGC Madrona as a newly commissioned ensign in 1969, the commanding officer was Ben Joyce.  He was a graduate of the US Merchant Marine Academy, Class of 1950, and had sailed all over the world in large ships for the old Moore-McCormack Lines.  A few years earlier, he left the merchant marine and took a commission in the Coast Guard.  He could make our little ship dance, and he taught me well in seamanship and leadership.  As the CO’s wife, Pat took the newest ensign’s wife under her wing and taught PATTI how to survive as an officer’s wife in those days.  Ben and Pat died together in a fire in their condo in Virginia Beach in April.  News reports say the fire started outside a lower floor condo below theirs.  I learned that Ben and Pat were born on the same day in 1929, but on different coasts, met on a blind date while he was a cadet and she a nursing student, married just shy of 62 years, would have turned 83 together in May, and died the same day together.  The first commanding officer is incredibly influential in any sailor’s life, and for me, Ben was a great leader and skillful ship handler.  He set the bar high for those who served as mentors for me later.  It is sad to learn of his passing, but comforting to know he and Pat were together.” 
I attended the Change of Command of the First Coast Guard District on May 31st at Faneuil Hall in Boston.  A good friend and former shipmate, RADM Dan Neptun, was relieved as the District Commander by RADM Dan Abel (CGA ’83).  By coincidence, Dan Abel had served previously as Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Air Station San Francisco, albeit fourteen years following my tour as CO.  Also in attendance were Tom Kelley, CAPT, USN (Ret), and recipient of the Medal of Honor from service in Vietnam; Bill Leahy, RADM, USCG (Ret) and CGA ’59; and Rudy Peschel, RADM, USCG (Ret) and CGA ’63.  Tom and Rudy were classmates at the Naval Post Graduate School in Monterey, California.  GEORGE NACCARA also attended the ceremony but left before he could be captured in the photo.
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1969: BOB GRAVINO, TOM KELLEY, BILL LEAHY & RUDY PESCHEL at the First CG District Change of Command
