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Another Class of ’69 adventure found on Facebook.  “As you figured out from my Facebook page, the Vlaun's (Beth and Rich) and the Kane's (Barry and Bettymarie) went on a 23 day junket to Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji.  We started out in Australia for the first ten days, commencing in Melbourne where we took a side trip to Philip Island to see the Little Penguins, then to the Outback to stop in Alice Springs and Ayers Rock where we rode camels at sunrise and had dinner under the stars in the Outback.  The next day we were in Cairns where the highlight was snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef, then down to Sydney for three more days of sightseeing.  The next nine days were spent traveling around the South Island of New Zealand, going from Christchurch (the earthquake damage is still devastating) south to Franz Josef Glacier; three days in Queensland where we searched for Frodo amongst the spectacular scenery of the Lord of the Rings; and Mumford Sound and back to Christchurch. We then were off to Fiji for a couple of relaxing days.  Barry and I managed to sneak in a round of golf before we headed back to reality.”
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1969: Vlauns & Kanes Down Under
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1969: Rich Vlaun & Barry Kane golfing in Fiji

Jim Hartney took a two month trip to Australia and New Zealand in February and March, sailing roundtrip via ship from San Francisco (37 days at sea and 14 days in country).  After so many years sailing as a master mariner, I would have thought that he would prefer to fly!
 
Tim Josiah checked in with an update.  “Marlene and I visited our grandkids in Albuquerque last month and then drove 350 miles to the Four Corners area and visited Monument Valley, Utah and Arizona.  We had a great time, although it was more than a little off the beaten track.  Now we are renting all the John Wayne/John Ford movies filmed there.  We did a decent job of taking our pictures in the same places as movie scenes.   The picture is in front of "John Wayne's boot".  Barry Kane and I were playing golf in Montgomery County, Maryland two weeks ago and got paired with a guy who turned out to have spent one year in the USCGA class of 1958 (1954 only).  His name is Roy Cashion.  Roy got out, became a physicist and worked at Johns Hopkins APL in Maryland on transportation related systems.  I sent this to Captain Alex Larzelere (Class Correspond for CGA ’58).  Unfortunately, I did not get Ray’s contact information.”
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1969: Tim & Marleen Josiah at John Wayne's Boot
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1969: Tim & Marlene Josiah off the beaten track

Mark Present has joined the ranks of classmates who are retired and are out touring the world.  “Paula and I just got back from a wonderful Trans-Atlantic cruise on Regent Seven Seas Mariner. We sailed from Miami to Barcelona and stayed a few extra days in Barcelona before coming home.  Easter was spent in Casablanca, Morocco walking through the Kasbah.  Unfortunately it was dark when we sailed around Gibraltar.  Ports included Bermuda, Funchal, Casablanca, Malaga, Cartagena, Palma de Mallorca and Barcelona in Spain.  It was a wonderful trip.  We stayed close to home in 2012 because Paula had both knees replaced, one in January and the other in May, and I had emergency back surgery in August.  We are making up for it this year.”
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1969: Mark & Paula Present at the Hassan II Mosque
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1969: Mark Present & sailor friend on liberty in the Mediterranean

Facebook is a great resource to get leads for Class Notes.  Thanks to a posting by Rich Vlaun of a photo taken by Dottie Grosse, I was able to get the following from Lesley Miner.  “An update on some of the classmates living south of the Mason Dixon.  On June 29th, John and I managed to corral Jim & Cindy Burk, Ron & Marianne Greto, Don & Dottie Grosse, Charlie & Sue Huber, Woody & Cindie Stoeger, and Rich & Beth Vlaun for a mini class reunion here in Elizabeth City. We spent the afternoon catching up on family news, travels and grand kid, and the fellows (all golfers) pitched and drove floating golf balls into the pond behind our house. The kayak races, truck pull, and mud run had to be postponed because of roving thunderstorms, but the weather held long enough for us to have a good time and tell some great stories.”  Rich Vlaun commented that Woody is the newest member of the Williamsburg, Virginia contingent.
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1969: Tidewater Virginia/North Caroline Class Gathering
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1969: The Mason Dixon Golfers 

An update from Rube Olsen.  “I retired again on June 30th after eight years at Webb Institute and moved to 2198 Calusa Lakes Blvd, Nokomis, Florida 34275.  My cell and email will remain the same, at least for a while.  I plan to do some part time work with a small start-up and will report back if it works out.  A couple of interesting class-related items that may be of some interest.  When the Webb position opened up as I was getting ready to retire from the Coast Guard in 2005, I had no clue that the college was looking for a president.  I had received a call from Rick Gupman who worked in a firm of naval architects in Washington, D.C., with several Webb graduates.  He had heard about the search for a new president and thought I might be interested.  The rest is history.  I called him a couple of weeks ago to say thanks again and it sounds like he’s doing fine.  I recently saw a news article about hands-free texting and research that the American Automobile Association is doing concerning the dangers of texting and driving.  Low and behold, Pete Kissinger’s name was in the article; here’s the URL: http://apnews.myway.com/article/20130612/DA6SA8D01.html.  Small world.”

Forest Hetland returned to Thailand at the end of February to continue working with the organization H.E.L.P Thailand (also known as Remember Nhu).  “The children had their school vacation in April and May so it was fairly quiet here as many of them returned to the villages during the break.  Dinners when the children were away were quiet family affairs.  Once they had all returned, dinners were delightful family chaos.  Pat continues teaching English to the Thai staff (now numbering 17) while I act as bus driver (pickup truck actually) hauling visiting work teams around.  We returned to the elephant camp and a close friend and I caught up on happenings from the Alumni Bulletin.  We were also having dog problems in the area where we lived so we got a 200 pound kitty (9 months old).  No more dog problems!  We will be returning to Washington State in mid-August.”
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1969: Forest & Pat Hetland with their pet kitty
[image: image10.jpg]



1969: Forest Hetland & Friend reading the August 2012 Alumni Bulletin (slow mail boat to Thailand).


Kathy and I spent ten days in June in Lisbon, Portugal attending the Rotary International Convention and took some time to visit the surrounding area.  We were joined by British Rotarian friends from Ipswich, UK, which is our sister club in England.  Beautiful countryside, historic city, friendly people and a great Rotary event.  I know that Jim Underwood, CGA ’72, is an active Rotarian and also attended the Convention in Portugal.  Are there any others out there “Doing good in the world as Rotarians?
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1969: Bob & Kathy Gravino with Ipswich UK Rotarian friends in Lisbon, Portugal
