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Pete Kissinger retired at the end of May after 14 years as President and CEO of the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety.  He is planning to stay active in the traffic safety community but does not have any specific plans.  His new email is pkissinger69@gmail.com.  The photo of Pete and Willie was taken at Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, where they went to celebrate his retirement.  Pete is looking forward to catching up with classmates.
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1969: Pete & Wilie Kissinger at Rehoboth Beach

Chris and Judy Kreiler spent 26 days in France this spring on a self-guided tour, visiting Carcassonne, a walled medieval city in Southern France; a week in the Loire Valley seeing French chateaus, abbeys, and castles; Normandy to tour D-day beaches and Mont St Michele; and ten days in Paris touring the Louvre, Musee D'Orsay, Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triumph, Versailles, Chartres Cathedral, Vaux le Vicomte, and Fontainebleau.  Chris took over 10,000 photos of the trip!  “The best news is that we didn't gain any weight as we were doing a lot of walking and drinking local wine and cider.”  As a side note, did anyone catch the photo of Chris in the April 2016 edition of The Bulletin taken with the Class of 2019 Academy Women’s Softball Team players during their spring break trip to Florida?  Ever the recruiter for Coast Guard aviation, Chris wrote: “The tall cadet on the left side wants to be an aviator.”
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1969: Chris & Judy Kreiler at the Louvre in Paris

Bruce Griffiths sent a photo of himself with Gail, and with Jim and Marilyn Smith taken in Southern California, that was included in the February 2016 edition of The Bulletin, and a note that accompanied the photo describing the occasion as the celebration following the wedding of Jim and Marilyn’s daughter Saralyn in California.  Now, the rest of the story from Jim!  “The wedding was at a beautiful vineyard in Temecula, California, on New Year’s Eve 2015.  My daughter Saralyn is the Pro Beach Volleyball star from a decade ago, and the subject of lots of previous bragging by Daddy in The Bulletin.  Now she is an executive with Blizzard Entertainment (google it!).  Her husband, J. Allen Brack, is the Production Manager for ‘World of Warcraft’, a brand all by himself.  They are doing well.  Bruce and Gail were at the ceremony, as they were instrumental in getting Saralyn started in California.”
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1969: Marriage of Jim & Marilyn Smith's daughter Saralyn

JIM ROBINSON has taken an active role in the Link in the Chain program, and has been reaching out to members of the Class of 2019 from his home base in Georgetown, Texas.  In mid-June, Jim copied me on an email that he sent to one of our Carolina classmates.  “One of my Legacy 2019 ‘classmates’ is Adam Wilhelm, hailing from Dayton, Ohio.  He is the only Ohioan in the Class of 2019.  Dayton is only 25 miles south of my hometown of Piqua.  Adam just returned from an Eagle cruise to Dublin and London.  If you get a chance, Adam will be serving in Diligence out of Wilmington for the next few weeks. It might be cool for you to meet him.”  The next Class Notes will include an update and photo if the meeting takes place.
Ron Greto and Bruce Griffiths met up for a day in late June while Bruce was in DC on business.  They visited the Udvar Hazy Air Museum at Dulles Airport.  Ron commented: “The last time we ogled an SR-71 Blackbird together was at Edwards AFB in 1968 during the U.S. Air Force Academy exchange program. The HH-52A display is in the same hangar at the Udvar Hazy Air Museum as an SR-71 Blackbird, and the Coast Guard helicopter looks terrific. Bruce shared some info from the Class river cruise, which sounded great.”  Bruce added: “It was nice to visit the museum with a real rotor head/aviator/pterodactyl.  Because my dad was CMSgt H.E. Griffiths, USAF, I was raised on Air Force bases and always had a fascination with aviation.  I have almost 3 million miles on Delta so I have been aloft for years!”
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1969: Ron Greto & Bruce Griffiths at the Udvar Hazy Air Museum at Dulles Airport

Forest and Pat Hetland spent time in June exploring Scandinavian countries and conducting ancestry investigation.  Their trip started in Copenhagen, Denmark where they spent one day sightseeing with daughter Kristin and son-in-law Curt.  After renting a car in Copenhagen, they headed to Gothenburg, Sweden for the night and then on to Norway, touring Oslo for two days followed by a night in Laerdal, Norway.  From Laerdal, their travels took them north to Runde, in search of puffins, which they did find.  After stops in Odda and Algard, Norway, Forest and Pat returned to Copenhagen and their flight home to the State of Washington.  Why the search for puffins?  Don’t know, although we note Forest’s e-mail address is puffin46@msn.com.  Must be a story there.
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1969: Forest & Pat Hetland exploring northwestern Norway


Stu White, representing the Coast Guard Aviation Association (The Ancient Order of the Pterodactyl), presented a Project Phoenix Commemorative Coin to Arnold Palmer in April during the 9th Annual Otto Graham Golf Classic held at Arnold Palmer's Bay Hill Club and Lodge.  Stu also gave Mr. Palmer a Coast Guard Aviation Centennial ball cap and a Coast Guard Aviation Centennial Coin.  Stu and fellow Pteros Ron Hoover (CGA ’68) and Rick Hauschildt (CGA ’68) spoke with Mr. Palmer who asked if they had flown HH52A CGNR 1426 and what other aircraft they had flown.  Stu and Arnold Palmer are members of the Tin Whistles, an organization started in 1904 with the objective: "It is formed for social purposes and to promote the customs, traditions, courtesies, and the ‘Rules of Golf’ at Pinehurst, NC."
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1969: Stu White and Arnold Palmer on the links at the 9th Annual Otto Graham Golf Classic

Our sympathy to Jerry Hale who writes of the death of his mother (age 90) in Traverse City, Michigan on July 8th.  She became ill with lymphoma while he was in China a few weeks earlier, and passed away soon after he and the rest of the family arrived in Traverse City.  Jerry and Kris were in Brazil for a wedding in May; he performed the ceremony and Kris helped the bride with her dress.  In June Jerry travelled to China for the Valley Forge Military Academy based leadership ministry (7 cities in 13 days). Jerry and Kris’s son Ben and his wife Jessica had a baby girl in May.
