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DON DEBOK was helpful in connecting me with DAVE HUMPHREYS after DAVE retired from the Washington State Ferry System.  DAVE writes: “MAUREEN and I have recently retired from second careers, and moved to Ilwaco, Washington.  We have a home with views overlooking both the Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean, less than a mile from Cape Disappointment at the mouth of the Columbia River.  I'm volunteering at the Columbia River Maritime Museum in Astoria, Oregon, standing quarterdeck watches on their largest artifact, the lightship Columbia (WLV-604).  We would like to extend the following offer to any classmate and their significant other:  Two nights or more lodging in our guest suite in exchange for a meal out at a local restaurant.  House key, maps and tourist tips provided upon request.  We are experiencing our first storm of the season; heavy rain, sixty plus knot winds and 35 foot seas on the "graveyard of the Pacific."  We recommend late spring, summer and early fall visits for non-storm chasers!”  For those interested in communicating with DAVE, he can be contacted at searun10@charter.net.  
MARK PRESENT is my nominee for class traveler, as he continues to explore the far corners of the earth.  “PAULA and I just returned from the Galapagos Islands.  What a trip!  We flew to Quito, Ecuador on October 8th and then from Quito to Baltra Island to board our ship, the Celebrity Xpedition.  The seven day cruise was a trip of a lifetime and physically difficult because of the rough walking conditions.  The naturalists on board were excellent at sharing their knowledge.  We saw Marine Iguanas, Land Iguanas, Lava Lizards, Marine Turtles, Giant Tortoises, Galapagos Penguins, Flightless Cormorants, Lava Gulls, Albatross, Frigates, Boobies, Finches, Whales, Dolphins, Sharks, Rays, Sea Lions, Fur Seals, and other birds.  Seeing the animals in their habitat, having no fear of humans, was awesome.  We had a morning excursion, lunch, time to rest, an afternoon excursion, and then back to the ship for drinks before dinner.  It was very casual and people really had the chance to share their days’ experiences over dinner.  Scratch another item off our Bucket List!”
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1969: MARK PRESENT in the Galapagos Islands

PETE and SUSAN LENES announce the arrival of their first grandchild, Saylor Elizabeth, on September 15, 2010, the daughter of son Chad and his wife Ashley Williams.  PETE proudly commented: “Saylor already has SUSAN and me twisted around her little finger.  I had not taken many photos for the past few years, but I'm making up for lost time. If we knew being grandparents was this much fun, we would have done this before having kids!”
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1969: PETE LENES and granddaughter Saylor Elizabeth

GEORGE BOND has left the high school classroom as a mathematics instructor and headed off to his next life adventure.  “It has been a busy summer and I wonder if I have really retired!  GAYLE and I decided that the time had come to stop teaching and we both retired.  Off to a life of leisure?  The TV ads lie.  The end of June I was up at the Academy teaching a Coast Guard LAMS class to Direct Commission Officers and E-4/5's.  At the end of July I reported to Portsmouth to teach a LAMS class for the crew of the Cutter TAMPA,  then right back up to the Academy for the Senior Officer Leadership and Principles Course for active duty O-4/5's.  In September I went to Florida for a LAMS class for Air Station Clearwater (saw my brother who had just retired from the State Department), then out to Petaluma for a Curriculum Review for the LAMS course.  During this period, daughter Kate, a medical officer in the U.S. Navy, reported to Camp Pendleton for pre-deployment training. Two weeks later I returned to the Academy for the annual meeting of active duty and Auxiliary LAMS Instructors.  Kate is now in Afghanistan with a Navy Medical Group Deployment.  I’m presently conducting a retiree program for Prince William County and may substitute teach to keep busy.  GAYLE may do the same, at least for a few years.  The house has not sold so we are still in Stafford, Virginia.  The other children and grandchildren are doing well, with Gwen in King George County, Heather in Kentucky, and Andrew in New Orleans finishing his PhD.”
JIM SMITH has graciously volunteered to lead the class effort in the Alumni Association’s Leadership 44 campaign.  JIM sent me the following: “I've been talking to RUBE OLSEN about a Class Gift for the Alumni Association towards the Leadership 44 program.  This was mentioned briefly during the Friday night get-together at our 40th Reunion.  I'll be working with John Maxham (and his successor) on this.  We hope we can amass $69,000.  With the money we already have in our CGAAA class account, we think it's not too much of a stretch.  I'll be getting a letter off to the Class about this soon.”  
JOHN and LESLEY MINER have stepped forward and are planning another class adventure.  “There are two options open for participation. Some of you may be familiar with an educational tour group called Road Scholar (formerly Elderhostel). This company has a twelve day Boston to Montreal cultural and historical journey. The program starts with three days in Boston, then seven days on Holland America cruising from Boston to Montreal, followed by two days in Montreal.  For those not interested in the land portion of this adventure you can simply sign up for the cruise only portion.  The Road Scholar program dates are September 21, 2011 thru October 3, 2011, and the cruise dates are September 24, 2011 thru October 1, 2011.  For further details, I’ve included the Road Scholar website:  http://www.roadscholar.org/programs/programdetail.asp?DId=1-5BJJT3#; and the Holland America website:  http://www.hollandamerica.com/find-cruisevacation/CruiseDetails.action?durationCode=2&noOfFlexibleMonths=1&portCode=BOS&shipCodeSearch=&flexibleMonths=false&pageNumber=1&voyageCode=M142&destCode=N&dateCode=9_2011.  If you want to join us or if you need more information, please contact me at jkandlcminer@aol.com or (252)-335-5257.  If this sounds like Déjà vu, it is. Some of us did this as EXPO 67 in the summer of 1967.”
PAUL GARRITY sent me an e-mail that he was in North Carolina enjoying the hospitality of JIM BURK, but that I would have to contact JIM to get the details of what was going on.  On further inquiry, JIM sent the following: “Over the weekend of October 22nd, I hosted the annual Western Carolina “Senior Sensitive” golf outing here in Shelby.  In attendance this year were FRED SCHMITT, JOHN MINER, RICH VLAUN, BARRY KANE, PAUL GARRITY, WALT MCDOUGALL, STU WHITE and me.  Four days of golf and jocularity intertwined with the constant whining of medical maladies, classmates driving 30 miles in the dark with no lights, a morning of leaving the host behind in the rush to the course, the inability of a whole bunch of masters degrees to help one classmate get his car started, and the stunning back nine comeback of STU to edge out JOHN in the individual competition.  However, JOHN had the last laugh when he walked out as the top money winner.  Sorry, no pictures.  Too many things for old guys to remember.”
Update and photo from my 3/c roommate, JOHN MCBRYAN: “CHRIS and I are still working (thank the Lord) and enjoying life in Middle Tennessee.  However, we usually spend any vacation time in Florida visiting our grandson, Rhys.  We just returned from a long weekend visit there and are planning another trip over the Christmas holidays.  The photo is of CHRIS and me visiting our grandson, Rhys Emerson McBryan in West Palm Beach, Florida.  He lives there with his dad and mom, Jeremy and Emily McBryan.”
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1969: JOHN & CHRIS MCBRYAN and grandson Rhys

The following was sent by JANET NEWCOMB BROWN (Connecticut College ’71), wife of DOUG BROWN:  “You know that DOUG is bad about staying connected with his classmates, so I decided that it was time to break the silence!  Our oldest son, Dave (USAFA 2004), is a finance officer in the Air Force and recently returned from a six month tour of duty in Afghanistan.  He and his wife currently live near Los Angeles where Dave works at the Space and Missile Center.  Our younger son, Zach (USMMA 2009) is an ensign in the Coast Guard and stationed on the CGC Sherman in Alameda, California, where DOUG served on the CGC Taney and CGC Midgett years ago—too many years to think about!   Zach is thrilled that he was recently selected by the Coast Guard for Navy Flight School and will be going to Pensacola in February.  DOUG expects to retire next year from the USMMA marine engineering teaching position that he has held for the past 19 years.  In addition to being a long term academic advisor for athletic teams there, especially lacrosse (our family’s passion), he started the alternative energy program at Kings Point.  He is proud of the school’s joint project with NYIT, an alternative energy house that was entered in the National Solar Decathlon and now has a permanent home at Kings Point.  As a post script, my first date with DOUG was arranged by DOUG’s roommate, GARY PAVLIK, and my dorm mate, NANCY JAMES.  Ironically, it was a Kings Point basketball game, and they are still our best friends!”
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1969: DOUG & JANET BROWN and family

FRED WILDER sent a photo of his family on their annual visit to Disney World.  “All 15 of us spent a week enjoying Disney World and the associated theme parks.  It will take TERRY and me a year to recover before we launch out again next year!”
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1969: FRED & TERRY WILDER and family

Many changes over the past year for JERRY HALE: “The President of Valley Forge Military Academy & College stepped down in December 2009 and I applied for his job.  I didn’t get it, but during the interview process, our Board Chairman learned that I was leading a high school Bible study and serving as chaplain for the College football team.  The Board Chairman also served as Interim President until July.  He decided to move me out of Admissions and make me Chaplain and Director of Character Development.  I disagreed with his decision, but it has taken me out of the pressure of the difficult world of private school admissions.  My new job gives me more time to spend with cadets and work on the retention side, and allows me to serve as an assistant coach for our high school team.  We are now 6-0 and ranked #1 in the country for Prep Schools by MaxPrep (out of 84 programs).  I am enjoying my new role as Chaplain.  I get to spend time with kids as my full time job.  I have also had two memorial services.  One of our 2006 graduates was killed in Afghanistan on June 4th.  We had a corps-wide Memorial Service for him, including a retreat ceremony and a rider-less horse.  MIKE BILLINGSLEY was helpful to me this summer, when I was trying to justify not wearing the traditional robe that VFMA chaplains have worn over the years.  I decided to wear my uniform instead of the robe and no one has complained so far.”
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1969: JERRY HALE and the Valley Forge Military Academy Varsity Football Team

In early September I received an unusual request from JIM RUBIN: “Do you know a Coast Guard veteran in the Long Island, New York area who might be willing to be honored as part of a Veteran’s Day charity function?  It’s for a homeless charity.  I’m on the charity board, and we are honoring veterans at our dinner dance, which will be held on Veteran’s Day.  They don’t have anyone from the Coast Guard, so I thought I’d exploit my feeble Coast Guard connections.”  With the help of RADM Dan Neptun (CCGD1) and CAPT Joe Vojvodich (Commanding Officer, Sector Long Island Sound and CGA ’85), a WWII Coast Guard veteran was located for JIM’s charity event.  As described by the MKC from Coast Guard Station Eaton’s Neck on Long Island, the individual…“came in the Coast Guard at the Long Beach training facility (boot camp) outside of Brooklyn.  He was told to show up with his own dungarees and boots because the Coast Guard had no money to outfit its members.  He was then sent to a 125 ft cutter that was assigned as a sub hunter.  It was blown out from under him, yet he survived.  He became a Chief in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in 1943.  His rate was MM (Machinist Mate) the forerunner of MK.  He is now 88 years old and loves the Coast Guard.  He is a widower, his wife having died two years ago.  He often attends Chief Petty Officer Association meetings at Eaton’s Neck.”  JIM, I would enjoy attending your Veteran’s Day dinner dance and meeting this man!
In October I met a master wooden boat builder in Maine who knew DAVE BLOMBERG and had worked with him on a wooden boat restoration project in Wisconsin.  Using any excuse to contact a classmate, I e-mailed DAVE and received the following:  “We're still in Wisconsin and will be until the beginning of November.  We now have a condo in Gorham (outside of Portland) and have sold CAROLE’s house in Bangor.  Her son-in-law took a job in Portland a year ago and had the ingratitude to not only take his wife (CAROLE's daughter) with him but their kids (AKA the GRANDKIDS!!) as well, so we weren't too far behind them.”
The KANES, GARRISONS and VLAUNS got together for dinner in Little River, South Carolina, over the Labor Day Weekend.  JIM and JUNE have a home near Wilmington, North Carolina, and RICH and BETH were visiting BARRY and BETTYMARIE at the KANES’ Winding River beach house.
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1969: KANES, GARRISONS & VLAUNS gather in South Carolina
