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Jim Hartney no longer goes to sea as the master of an ocean going vessel, but he finds enjoyment in another maritime activity.  “For all ex-sailors who'd like to competitively sail but don't want the expense, maintenance, berthing costs, and other numerous headaches associated with boat ownership, I recommend RC sail boat racing; an interesting, inexpensive, and very competitive alternative.  I joined the San Francisco Model Yacht Club in Golden Gate Park a few years back and compete in several classes. We just held our annual Golden Gate Challenge Regatta for Victoria class boats.  I managed a third place, same as last year, although previously I had taken second.  In the photo I’m on the far right with my silver plate trophy.  On the USCGA sailing team I never received any trophies; all I ever got (besides a letter) was a participation mug for the '68 Raven Nationals at the Buffalo Canoe Club on Lake Erie.  Bruce Wintersteen, Fred Wilder, Rich Vlaun, and I trailered a Raven there in the summer of '68 for the competition.  On arrival I was surprised to learn we were the favorites!  Unfortunately our boat dismasted the first race, we sat out the second race doing repairs, and the remaining races were poor to mediocre finishes. We left with our tails between our legs, humbled.”
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1969: Jim Hartney with his trophy from the Golden Gate Challenge Regatta

Jim Burk and golfing classmates from the Mid-Atlantic States have honored one of our own in a very special way.  “For the last several years, a few of us have gathered in western North Carolina for what was known as the Western North Carolina Senior Sensitive Golf Outing.  Paul Garrity has joined us regularly over the past few years, and he was scheduled to attend again this year before his health deteriorated.  Paul asked that we offer a toast in his honor when we met in early October.  As you can see, we did.  We have also renamed our annual golf experience The Paul Garrity Memorial Golf Outing. We miss him in life and we missed him this past week.”  Those toasting Paul in the accompanying photo are John Miner, Ron Hindman, Stu White, Jim Burk, Walt McDougall, Barry Kane, Tim Josiah and Fred Schmitt.
Pat Garrity responded to Jim’s announcement about the golf outing.  “Paul obviously would have been there if able, and knowing him, he was there to help move a few golf balls closer to the hole or maybe get Stu a hole-in-one.  Paul would have been delighted to know you lifted a few in his honor and would have laughed to know you renamed the event in his memory.  He knew his limitations and golf certainly wasn't his strong game, but he did have fun with it and loved being outdoors spending time with friends.  Paul always came home from that week tired and full of stories, but energized by spending time with all of you.  Thank you for remembering him and for your friendship.  You were all special to Paul.”
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1969: A toast to Paul Garrity at  The Paul Garrity Memorial Golf Outing
Jim Garrison has volunteered to lead the Class of 1969 50th Reunion Fundraising Committee, assisted by Tim Josiah, Jim Hull, Jim Burk, Wayne Gronlund, John Miner, Bob Pokress, Fred Schmitt, and Stu White.  Jim was President of the Class during our 1/c year at the Academy, and is an excellent choice to lead the committee.  “When I volunteered, I never envisioned such a distinguished volunteer team to work with.  I am honored to lead this initiative.  Like others, I have enjoyed a tremendously rewarding personal and professional life.  I know that much of the credit for that goes to the strong foundation built through our shared experiences, academic and otherwise, as U. S Coast Guard Academy Cadets.  I view the class gift at our 50th homecoming celebration as the ideal opportunity to acknowledge the Academy’s key role in our physical, spiritual, mental, moral and emotional development.  This will be a totally new experience for me as I have never been involved in fund raising, so I welcome any and all input on how we proceed as a committee.  Many questions come to mind: how the committee operates, communicates, and coordinates with the Class; how we select a target gift and vet it with the class; whether that gift is unrestricted or specific; whether it is bundled in the Comprehensive Campaign or independent of that.  Please contact me or any of the committee members to discuss ideas or thoughts about the process or the gift: dgarri01@me.com, or (910) 399-5563.”

The Gents entertained the Class of 1970 at their 45th Reunion at the Academy Homecoming in October.  Cliff and Sherry Carter (CGA ’67) hosted a dinner for The Gents on the evening before that included band members and Jim and Marilyn Smith, and classmates Bob and Barbara Thorne and Bob Pokress.  Cliff generously shared photos of the evening.
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1969: Bob, Jim & Bob checking out The Bulletin
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1969: Bob Pokress, Jim & Marilyn Smith, and Bob & Barbara Thorne enjoying an evening with the Carters and The Gents.


An update from Chuck Talar (talarc@stthom.edu).   “In mid-October I experienced chest pain and pain down the left arm (more severe than that of July 2014).  From the previous experience I knew that this was not something to temporize with so I called a friend and went to the emergency room.  It developed into a 100% blockage (and thus a true heart attack) and I now have eight stents instead of seven.  My medications expanded from four to six, but the doctor thinks that it was caught and addressed before there was any heart damage.  I returned to the parish rectory to recuperate and have eased into a normal schedule.  I’m now back teaching at the seminary.”  Chuck is a priest who teaches at the University of St. Thomas, a Catholic liberal arts school in Houston, and assists at a local parish in the Houston area.

George and Cathy Flanigan took a seven day tour to China in November, visiting Beijing and Shanghai.  George reports that they had a great time, and that their only challenge was the time zone change.  “Those cities are busy, busy, busy.”
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1969: George Flanigan in China

Kathy and I led a two week guided tour of Paris, the Loire Valley and Champaign in late September.  A beautiful time to visit France and an enjoyable way to spend our non-working lives.
