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Steve Hungness checked in from Chicago with a couple of notes.  “I am enjoying life and working as Chief of Operations of Chicago District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  My area of responsibility keeps growing - currently supervising 45 people.  I am no longer a '69er in age, having reached ‘the new 50’ in years (70 that is).  Many of you turned 69 this year, but let me tell you, I had a great year being 69. I am in good health, working full time, got a promotion at work, became engaged to Marlies, moved to downtown Chicago where I now walk to work, and had some wonderful vacation trips. And yes, the Chicago Cubs won the World Series after a 108 year drought!  I will be more responsive in the future, with photos and texts of what's happening in my world.”
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1969: Steve Hungness and Marlies
In June Jerry and Kris Hale travelled to China for his Valley Forge Military Academy based leadership ministry, visiting 7 cities in 13 days.
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1969: Jerry Hale in China
Dick Burke also celebrated his 70th birthday by renting out a ‘bounce house’ warehouse in Vacaville called ‘Kids Gone Wild’.  Five of his and Bekki’s seven children and their spouses, and all but one of his 16 grandkids, were able to make it (one was busy at school at the University of Arizona).  It was a University of Michigan ‘theme’ party, Dick having taken up the colors of the Wolverines since his time at graduate school.  Dick volunteers at his church, working as the Finance and Interior Facilities Committee Managers, and serving as the church’s lead person for a 221 unit solar panel installation.  He played racquetball at the Travis Air Force Base, until seriously rolling his ankle and getting himself placed on the injured reserve list.   Physical therapy should have him back in the game soon.  With 15 of his 16 grandkids living within 50 miles, Dick and Bekki spend lots of time with them.  In his words: “A great blessing.”
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1969: Dick Burke celebration his 70 years with family
Ted Colburn sent me an interesting article from The New London Day that his son-in-law, a Blackhawk pilot, sent him about U.S. Army helicopters.  Ted and Doretta are still living and working on the multi-generational Colburn Family farmstead up in Maine, breeding and raising buffalo for the wholesale and retail bison meat market.  

Stu White sent a group photo from the Pterodactyl Roost held in Mobile in October.  Included in the Class photo are Chris and Judy Kreiler, Bob Belote (Carmel was the photographer), Ron and Marianne Greto, Jim and Cindy Burk, Drew Gerfin and Kathy Clifton, and Stu White.  George and Barbara Krietemeyer (CGA ’59) also joined in for the photo.  Gretos, Kreilers, Burks and Stu had dinner one night in downtown Mobile.  Stu wrote that the museum trip was very interesting, highlighted by seeing the NC-4 and meeting a docent who was a descendant of Elmer Stone (CGA ’13). 
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1969: Class of '69 at Mobile Pterodactyl Roost
Bruce Griffiths provided a photo of a recent visit with Jim and Cindy Burk at the ‘Burkmore Estate’, their lake house in Shelby, North Carolina, which is close to George Vanderbilt's Biltmore home.  “Jim provided some underway time for Gail and me with a cocktail cruise on Moss Lake, and they treated us to a local delicacy – ‘Livermush’. It tastes like it sounds.”
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1969: Griffiths and Burks in North Carolina
Tim and Marlene Josiah spent eight days in Rome in late October on a Baltimore classical music station tour.  “Four concerts, lots of good meals (restaurant recommendations - Virgilio’s in Piazza Campo de Fiore in Rome and Sibilla in Tivoli), discovered the gelato stores are open past midnight – the trip was a really great time! Earlier in October I played golf in Jim Burk’s Class of ‘69 Paul Garrity Memorial Golf Tournament in western North Carolina with Jim, Barry Kane, John Miner, Stu White, Fred Schmidt, Walt McDougall, and Ron Greto - also a very good time.  Unfortunately, no photos were taken”.
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1969: Tim and Marlene Josiah enjoying Rome
Jim Smith was recently in California where his daughter and son-in-law work for Blizzard Entertainment; they were hosting ‘BlizzCon’, the annual convention for computer-gamers.  “Sensory overload!  My son-in-law produces World of Warcraft, the world’s most popular and profitable computer game.  WoW divides the planet into The Alliance (humans) and The Horde (Orcs).  Remember when we used to greet each other with ‘Good morning, sir’?  WoW players greet each other with ‘For the Alliance!’ or ‘For the Horde!’  A different world.”
In the October 2016 Bulletin column, there was a write-up on Jack Bergman.  In this year’s national election, Jack ran for a congressional seat in Michigan, and he won.  The following is a press release issued after his successful campaign.  "I am honored and humbled that the people of the First District have elected me to represent them in Congress. We have run a positive, issues-based campaign, and voters have responded.  Ultimately, they have decided to send in a Marine, a political outsider to represent them in Washington. I am grateful to my wife Cindy, my family, and every member of our team. Now, I am looking forward to getting to work for the people of the First District."
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