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Paul Prokop recently reported on how he fared after Hurricane Ida made landfall in Louisiana on August 29th. “Hurricane Ida was far more damaging to River Ridge than Katrina. Katrina was a Category 3 Hurricane on landfall; Ida was a high Category 4 (2 MPH short of a Category 5). Katrina was a flooding event; for us, Ida was a wind event. We watched the predicted track line carefully, and slowly the track line edged to the east of the original projections. A storm passing over Lafayette, or even Baton Rouge, would not affect us. Day by day, the track line moved east, and when the storm finally arrived, it jogged ten more miles to the east, just as it approached its closest point of approach to River Ridge, five miles west of New Orleans. The eye of the hurricane did not pass over our house, but it was close. We endured tropical storm and hurricane force winds for 12 hours and received at least two 100+ MPH gusts, one of which uprooted our 70-foot pecan tree (missed the house). The second 100+ MPH gust snapped off the center trunk of our 100-foot red oak, sending the spear through our garage roof. Our back fence is gone, the incoming power line standpipe is bent, tree limbs are everywhere, and our roof ventilator departed for points unknown. There was severe damage to businesses: blown off roofs, fallen exterior masonry walls, crushed automobiles, blown in glass fronts. Lots of snapped power poles; electricity is going to be out for a long time. The airport is closed at least until the weekend; Tulane is closed, and students were bused to Houston to get transportation home. We are safe, the main house and green house are not seriously damaged, and we have a whole house emergency generator that provides air conditioning. We do not have water, Internet, cable TV, newspaper, gasoline, or trash pickup. Our son Robbie’s house was stripped of its roof shingles and tar paper, followed by rainwater flooding, and fallen drywall. Our days are spent cleaning up debris and sweating. Our hurricane deductible (Armed Forces Insurance) is $7,500.” Two months later. “Basic services have been restored. Mountains of tree debris and trash have been collected and we both have new roofs. I always thought replacing our roof would be a costly undertaking, as the roof was made of asbestos tiles and original (56 years) to the house. In Louisiana – no problem – all was thrown into trailers and hauled off, with no special precautions. We have spent $46,000 repairing Robbie's house and $42,000 repairing ours - so far - all covered by Armed Forces Insurance. Much repair work still to be done.”
Bob Pokress gave a talk on September 12th at the Custom House Maritime Museum in Newburyport, Massachusetts, entitled African Americans, the Massachusetts and the Birth of The U.S. Coast Guard, based upon his research uncovering the critical contributions that free African American tradesmen and shipwrights living in Massachusetts played in the construction of the Massachusetts, the U.S. Revenue Marine's first commissioned cutter. Bob discussed the history of how the contribution of these free African American shipwrights to the construction of the Massachusetts became memorialized in one of the panels in the panoramic mural depicting the first 146 years of the history of the Revenue Marine and Coast Guard. This panoramic mural adorns all four walls of the Henriques Room in Hamilton Hall at the Academy and was painted by Depression-era artist Aldis Browne as part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's initiative to protect the American arts during the Great Depression. The mural in Hamilton Hall is one of the two largest murals painted under this historic Depression-era arts project and has become a national treasure.
[image: image9.jpg]



69: Bob Pokress at the Custom House Maritime Museum in Newburyport, Massachusetts

Catching up on summer activities by classmates. Rob Henry: “Mary and I spend most of the summer at the Delaware beach and our community was privileged to host the first live performance of the Coast Guard band post-Covid. Great concert and a good turnout from an appreciative southern Delaware audience. The band played all the services’ theme songs and recognized active duty, retired and family. Semper Paratus was last and got a standing ovation.”
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69: Rob Henry at the Delaware Shore
 Drew Gerfin: “Kathy Clifton and I spent two weeks touring Mid-America from New Orleans to North Dakota and back. We had great weather, saw lots of prairie dogs, bison and buffalo, and unique landscapes. Put over 4,300 miles on my Range Rover Sport! Great vacation amidst the Pandemic!”  
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69: Drew Gerfin & Kathy Clifton touring Mid-America
Fred Schmitt: “Attached is a photo of Jessie and me and our two sons and two grandkids at Crab Orchard Falls which is about a 15-minute ride from our house. The kids were visiting, and it was a perfect day for a 5-mile hike. Jessie is involved with wildlife rehabilitation and volunteers with a local college which has wildlife management and rehabilitation as part of their biology program. Jessie is certified with federal and state agencies. She continues painting and has many of her works in a local gallery. I am still playing golf as often as possible and do consulting with various urban school districts on ways to improve their business operations. We look back on our 50th Reunion as an outstanding and memorable time. Congratulations and thanks to the reunion committee.”
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69: Fred & Jessie Schmitt and family at Crab Orchard Falls, North Carolina
Kathy and I spent two days in early November with Rick and Marianne Gupman at their home in St. Michaels, Maryland. Rick spends time rebuilding his 1991 Mako 240 and is a member and volunteer at the Miles River Yacht Club in St. Michaels where his 24-foot inboard is berthed. He recently completed a second-floor expansion of their home that added three bedrooms and two baths. Marianne is an accomplished painter, serving as chairperson of the St. Michaels Street Banner Program and member of the St. Michaels Art League and Working Artists Forum. Rick finds himself supporting the two art organizations as the jack of all trades.
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69: Rick & Marianne Gupman at the St. Michaels Yacht Club on the Eastern Shore of Maryland
The Paul Garrity Memorial Senior Sensitive Western Carolina Golf Experience was held in September in Moss Lake, North Caroline, after a two-year hiatus. Those golfing included Tim Josiah, Barry Kane, Ron Hindman, Jim Burk, Fred Schmitt, John Miner, and Charlie Huber. Jim commented: “Weather was perfect, and the Order of Play executed with Class of ‘69 perfection. Stu turned up lame at the last minute but attended none the less, offering nonstop kibbitzing and advice.” Missing from Stu’s photo is Paul Lichtman, Stu’s substitute, and photographer.
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69: Paul Garrity Memorial Senior Sensitive Western Carolina Golf Experience in 
Moss Lake, North Carolina

Only one response was received to the question asked whether anyone recognized the photo of a famous golfer from the Class of ’69 which was included in the October/November Class Notes column. Fred Schmitt correctly answered the question and will shortly receive his prize via the U.S. Postal Service. Fred’s comment: “A one-way ticket to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Good one!”


Kathy and I spent the weekend of September 30th – October 3rd in New London and attended the 50th Reunion of the Class of ’71. The October/November Alumni Bulletin did an excellent job reporting on the excitement and activities of the memorable events. Of special note was the Bravo Zulu given by the Class of ’69 to the Class of ’71 at their 50th Reunion Medallion Ceremony held on Cadet Memorial Field before the Corps of Cadets, who watched from the stands. The message was in the package of materials everyone in ‘71 received when they checked in with the Alumni Association at the beginning of the reunion weekend. The Commandant read our class shout out to ‘71 as part of his address to the class at their Medallion Ceremony, and as he does so well, Admiral Schultz added to the unique nature of the ceremony with humorous comments that were enthusiastically received by ’71. Perhaps the Class of ’69 has initiated another tradition to those already in place at the Academy. 


As written in the photo montage of The Bulletin section covering the Class Years Ending in 1s & 6s: “A new tradition was started this year by the Class of 1969, the cadre for the 50-Year Class, who penned the following note to their swabs on the occasion of their momentous reunion.” 
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Members of the Class of 1971,
You persevered and proved your mettle dur
Summer and then throughout all of your Swab
00 1o become mentors and role models fo th
junior to yours when you became upperciass
then ove thenext 50 years, during your careers i th
Goast Guard, in the various civilian careers you
‘after leaving active duty, and in the numerous volu
aptivities in which you became involved, have stood
tall, each af you, in your service to our country and to
liumanity these past 50 years. You have made our class
Very proud of all that you have accomplished!

your

Bravo Zulu, ‘71! We salute you!
- The Class of 1969
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