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The October/November column mentioned that Bob and Sally Illman were going to stop by Gulfport to see Bob’s former CGC Winona shipmate Pete Lenes while on a road trip back east visiting their two daughters.  As promised, Bob sent a photo after their stop in Mississippi.
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69: Bob & Sally Illman and Pete Lenes in Gulfport, Mississippi

Bob and Carmel Belote celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary over the Labor Day weekend in the mountains of Blue Ridge, Georgia, with their children and grandchildren.  “Kerry and Kevin rented a beautiful house, since their kids were off from school, as an opportunity to get our families together to celebrate our special wedding anniversary.  We were treated to a great time relaxing, dining, hiking and going tubing.  While at the house, we took advantage of the fire pit for making s’mores and used the hot tub and the ping pong table.  We returned home after the extended Labor Day stay, and the next day Carmel and I drove to St. Simons Island, Georgia, and spent three nights at the King and Prince Beach and Golf Resort to further celebrate our 50th.  We played golf, walked the beach and lounged by the pools.”
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69: Bob & Carmel Belote and children Kerry and Kevin

Paul Bodenhofer sent to the class the 55th Reunion Notice #2 in early October.  Based on the response that he received, Paul has reserved 35 rooms at the Mystic Marriott for the homecoming weekend.  The Mystic Marriott is the same location as the last several reunions.  Paul commented: “I thank the six classmates who generously contributed to the Class Fund, and ask that classmates contact me if you have any suggestions or questions about the reunion.”  If you didn’t receive the e-mail sent on October 8th to book rooms for the reunion at the group rate, contact Paul at paulcandace@icloud.com for the link.

Bob and Lois Acker normally hold their annual family vacation on Sanibel Island in Florida, but due to the damage caused by Hurricane Ian, they went to Cozumel and spent the week at Casa Gordon.  Bob sent the accompanying photo taken in Cozumel, which includes (across the page, left to right) grandchildren Noah, Lily, Madeline, Meredith, Jack, and Owen.  Further details from Bob: “The twins are Meredith and Madeline; they are our daughter Amy’s daughters; both are seniors.  The two on the left are Noah and Lily, our son Jeremy’s son and daughter; both are at Clemson, he is a senior and she is a sophomore.  The two on the right are Jack and Owen, our daughter Abby’s boys; Owen is a senior in high school, Jack is a freshman.”
[image: image3.jpg]



69: Bob & Lois Acker and grandchildren in Cozumel, Mexico

Rich and Beth Vlaun sent their two sons off to the Coast Guard and Air Force Academies before Rich concluded his Coast Guard career, and now Rich and Beth have celebrated the conclusions of their sons’ successful military careers.  Rich’s update: “Both sons have retired from the military.  Mark retired from the Coast Guard in Jacksonville, where he was the Sector Commander and took a position with American Roll-On Carrier Roll-Off Carrier as Senior Corporate Counsel in Jacksonville.  Brian retired a few months ago from the Air Force and has just accepted a position as a pilot with American Airlines.  The Vlaun Long Blue Line comes to an end, at least temporarily.  Included is a photo of the family at Brian’s retirement.”  Shortly after receiving this note, Rich sent a photo of himself cleaning his Academy Coast Guard sword which he was about to give to his grandson to fulfil a promise Rich made to the grandson when he turned 16.  Rich’s comment to accompany the second photo.  “My grandson may be the next Vlaun in the Long Blue Line”.  Check out the Class Column in the February/March 2024 Bulletin to see Rich polishing his 55+ year old sword like he never did as a cadet!
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69: Rich & Beth Vlaun and sons Mark, Brian and their sons' wives
Bob Pokress spent a week in October in London working on a book with well-known British movie, TV and theater actor (Royal Shakespeare Company) Ian McNeice, most well-known recently for his portrayal of the Bert Large character on the popular British TV series Doc Martin. When Bob suggested to his friend Ian an idea for a book for Ian to author, Ian liked the idea so much that he asked Bob to co-author it with him.  Bob said it was an invitation too enticing to refuse.  The title and subject of the book are under wraps, but Bob reports that it's a take-no-prisoners tongue in cheek on the business world by the always hapless Portwenn entrepreneur Bert Large.  Bob says that the best part of working with Ian every day was seeing Ian break out laughing as he read out loud each day's draft text that Bob wrote for Bert Large, speaking in the dialect that Bert Large used on the TV series.
[image: image5.jpg]o i SRR R
— k3
T S .
f &
= 1 b
P -
v 3 5
f e
4 . <
e — ! 3 \
5 &
f - W
oow v F L . \
— - N

a EREEN CE RNV Y TR

]
(

l





69: Bob Pokress and Ian McNeice, aka Bert Large
A follow-up by Rob Henry to a comment made in the October/November Bulletin column.  “In late August, Whitney and I met Jane Snyder in Seattle for a day of catching up on families and a tour of the area.  We are looking forward to seeing Jane again at the 2024 reunion.”

The Miners and Burks were touring the islands off northern New England in August, and Leslie sent a photo of John and Jim on the deck of an American Cruise Line ship in Vineyard Haven.
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69: Jim Burk & John Miner on an American Cruise Line ship in Vineyard Haven, Cape Cod

Jerry and Kris Hale became great grandparents on September 2, 2023, when granddaughter Hannah had a 9lbs, 10oz, 23-inch-long daughter, Kendra ‘Kay’ Lynn Parsons.  Jerry welcomed his great granddaughter with a quote from Psalm 128:6; May you live to see your children’s children, adding the phrase ‘and their children’.

Requests are frequently made for information on classmates that the class has lost track of since graduation 54+ years ago.  Rick Gupman did some research and sent the following. “I searched on-line and found in the Florida Voter Registration files an Eric William Miller, age 76, living in Punta Gorda, Florida.  I didn't pursue it further because it was one of those web sites that want to know all about YOU before they tell you much about the person you are looking for.  I enjoyed serving with Eric in the mid-1970s on the CGC Mackinaw in Cheboygan, Michigan, and spent a Saturday in 1975 bicycling the length of the Door Pennisula (forty-two miles) in Wisconsin with him.  I ran cross country with Connie Cain and was hoping to find some information on him, but with ‘no joy’.  I am continuing my search.”

Thanks to the positive response of classmates for updates and photos, there is a back-up of information for the column which will be included in the next edition of The Bulletin.  Photos of Stu White and Jerry Hale traveling, and Stu and Jim Robinson golfing, are being held in reserve and will be forthcoming.
In last month’s column, the Question of the Column was to name the twelve Summer Ensigns from the Class of 1965 who guided us through our Swab Summer and oversaw the Class of 1967 as ‘67 introduced us to the joys of the Coast Guard Academy.  Unfortunately, no one attempted a guess as to who those members of the Class of 1965 were.  Sorry, Rube, your offer of a week’s stay in the original wing of Chase Hall will again not be used.  How about the members of the Class of 1965?  Anyone want to revisit the Academy Barricks for a reminder of your fond memories with the Class of 1961?  Do you want to take a guess, 1965 Zulu-1 Platoon Ensign Walt Viglienzone?
Another challenge for the Class of 1969!  Are there other classmates beside Jerry and Kris Hale who can claim to be great grandparents?  If so, please send the date of birth, name, and appropriate details.
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