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GREG SHAW has again documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring.  The 9th Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip returned to Florida this year, after having moved west to the Phoenix, Arizona area in 2004.  Shown at the Bradenton ballpark are Paul Pluta (CGA ’67), GREG, Steve Froehlich (CGA ’73), John Bastek (CGA ’68), and Jim Paskewich (CGA ’68).  Missing from the photo are Rudy Peschel (CGA ’63) and Bob Johanson (CGA ’55).  GREG and Paul remain the trip plank owners with unbroken service since 1997.
RICK GUPMAN became a grandfather in February when son Alex and daughter-in-law Katherine presented him with a granddaughter, Sophia.  RICK lives in Baltimore and works as a senior naval engineering consultant for CSC in Washington, dealing with logistical and maintenance support for the US Navy.
JAY and JANE SNYDER visited BILL and MONICA BOWEN in West Virginia in April, where BILL gave a tour of the Antique Mall and his Baseball Museum.  They discussed a possible DC area mini-reunion at the Museum, since there seems to be an abundance of baseball fans in the area.  BILL also responded to my request for e-mail addresses of classmates not on my class list, sending along an address for JOHN ZEIGLER.  JOHN lives in Atlanta and is retired from the US Customs Service.  I will add him to my class list after I have contacted him to insure his desire to have it published or included on the list.  Additional thanks to FRED WILDER, who also sent me JOHN’s address.
TOM HAMBLIN reports that BOB DONNEE is the Gulf Coast Regional Manager for Centa Corporation, a marine equipment company.  BOB visits him at Bollinger Shipyards on a routine basis, and TOM promises to send his e-mail address after his next visit.
I received a short e-mail from MIKE BLACK in early May, with an updated e-mail address (BlackOxford@gmail.com) and an address of St. Benet’s, Oxford.

BOB POKRESS reached PETE WATSON by telephone and sent along the following: “After he left active duty in 1974, PETE returned to the town where he grew up (which is where he still is), worked as a coal miner for a few years, and then went to graduate school to pick up a teaching degree and certificate.  He has been teaching high school chemistry and physics ever since.  PETE is still as quiet and as soft spoken a guy as he was when we were in New London, which is amazing considering that he was one of the biggest guys at the Academy.  He’s disappointed that he has not been able to attend Homecomings, but his school schedule has made it difficult to get away.  He is interested in getting in touch with the Class.”  I will send PETE’s e-mail address as soon as I make contact with him.
GEORGE BOND reports a recent chance meeting with someone he knew.  “On the ferry from Cape May to Lewes, Delaware, while returning home after teaching a Coast Guard Auxiliary course at the Training Center, I heard two gentlemen talking; no attention paid until one said Hornbeam, and the other was addressed as admiral.  I looked up to see JIM and JUDY HULL talking with another couple.  They were returning to their home in Annapolis.  We had an enjoyable talk as the boat rolled a bit and passengers looked sea sick.  A small world!”
VINCE KINAL visited with RON GRETO and STU WHITE on a spring trip to Washington to view the cherry blossoms in the Nation’s Capital.  As two former pilots at Air Station Traverse City, perhaps VINCE and STU were reminiscing about their adventures at Traverse City’s Cherry Festival.
An ATTA BOY to JIM SMITH, who is carrying the load on the Class Gift Fund.  Son Cale (CGA ’94) moved to Islamorada, in the Keys, about two hours from JIM and MARILYN, where he is a financial analyst for an investment firm.  Daughter Saralyn is self-employed in Huntington Beach, California, and playing professional beach volleyball.  JIM ran the Disney (January) and Mardi Gras (February) marathons, and has accumulated thirty-three marathons for his resume.  He remains a power broker in the Key West realty market, and proposes a tempting offer to those of us from the Northern Climes: “Who will be the first Classmate to buy a piece of Paradise, right here?  We gotcha condos, and we gotcha Conch Shotguns.  Whatter you Yankees looking for?”
A new feature is being added with this edition of the Class Notes.  BOB POKRESS has assembled some great Coast Guard Hollywood trivia questions.  The first question of the series: “Name the very famous child movie star who went on to play a Coast Guard aviator in one of the biggest box office hits of the decade in which the movie was made.”  RUBE OLSEN has offered two unique prizes for the two top winners.  The first classmate to correctly name this child movie star gets a week’s stay in Chase Hall.  The second to correctly identify the actor gets two weeks.
As you read this column, RUBE’s change of command and retirement on June 27th will be close at hand.  As the last member of the Class of 1969 still on active duty, his retirement is, symbolically, our Class’s retirement from active Coast Guard service.  Our congratulations and best wishes to RUBE and REENIE as they transition to the next stage of their lives.
