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GREG SHAW has once again documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring.  The Fourteenth Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip was to the Tampa area this year.  Shown at the Orioles game in Sarasota are Jim Paskewich, ’68, GREG, Rudy Peschel, ’63, Jim Card, ’64, Steve Froehlich, ’73, Dick Herr, ’64, Jack Harrald, ’64, and in front, Paul Pluta, ’67.  GREG and Paul are plank owners of the annual event, having attended all fourteen years since 1997.
[image: image1.jpg]



1969: Coast Guard Academy Boys of Summer in Sarasota
In early March I received an e-mail from an unidentified individual in Miami who said he had a Coast Guard Academy Class of ’69 ring with the inscription JOHN V. ZEIGLER,  asking for help to return the ring to its rightful owner.  I forwarded the e-mail to JOHN and asked him to let me know the outcome.  His reply two weeks later: “My 1969 class ring arrived at my house after sitting for 29 years on a shelf in Miami.  I left it on the wash basin in Miami International Airport on June 24, 1981.  A local man took it home and never followed up on it, died two years ago, and his nephew returned it.  Looks good but is a very tight fit on my finger 40 years after I bought it.  FRED WILDER says he cannot fit his ring on his finger any more either.  Thanks for assisting in the return of my ring.”

JOHN sent a photo of the 1968 first class cheerleaders taken at Homecoming 2009 with the 2009 cadet cheerleaders.  Back row from the left is JOHN CURTIS, BOB HENRY and JOHN.  Missing from the 40th Reunion of ’69 cheerleaders was JIM ROBINSON.
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1969: JOHN CURTIS, BOB HENRY & JOHN ZEIGLER with CGA Cadet cheerleaders
BARRY KANE sent along a photo of himself, BETTYMARIE, 2 ½ year old granddaughter Molly, and three month old grandson Finn.
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1969: BARRY & BETTYMARIE KANE and grandchildren
DAVE FRYDENLUND’s secret is revealed and a mystery solved!  The following was taken from comments that DAVE wrote for inclusion in the Memory Book that BOB THORNE prepared for Class Advisory Captain ARNE SORENG after our 40th Reunion.  DAVE wrote: “I arrived at Canoe U. determined to be as invisible as possible and to succeed by flying under everyone’s radar.  This was especially true of Tactics Officers and Class Advisors.  It is very likely that the only recollection you have of me is from when I came out of hiding by taking on the task of editing a Tide Rips section and discovered that everything I did had to be passed by the Class Advisor.  Having come from a prankster tradition, it became my goal to slip as much past you as I could.  But alas, you were pretty eagle eyed.  I remember one great failure and one great success.  The great failure was in trying to slip a bottle of Vat 69 by as a casual prop on a table surrounded by classmates.  This was caught and blacked out in the photo.  The great success was a group that arranged themselves on a set of steps in a manner that allowed them to look like a hand, balled up into a fist, with the middle digit extended.  Harrr.  That one slipped by the eagle eye.  Twas a noble contest, though I have often wondered if you knew you were playing.  I (and my fellow editors) certainly knew we were playing!  My respect for you was enhanced by the fact that I was never punished for my transgressions.  I was only advised that the photos would not go in the yearbook and that they needed to be cropped, dodged or reshot.”
DREW GERFIN and JACK BERGMAN were at the Naval Order of the United States New Orleans Commandery dinner meeting in early April at the Herbsaint Restaurant on St. Charles Avenue.  The New Orleans Commandery meets quarterly at various gourmet locations in the New Orleans area to share camaraderie and fellowship and hear inspirational and historical presentations from distinguished speakers.  DREW has been a member since 1996 when he transferred to the 8th Coast Guard District as Chief of Operations.  DREW’s comment: “I don’t know how long JACK has been a member, but I’m sure he has been associated with the Naval Order as long as Davie Jones had a locker.”  The attached photo is, from the right, JACK, DREW and Captain Joachim Wedekind, formerly of the German Navy and currently a consultant in the States.
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1969: DREW GERFIN & JACK BERGMAN in New Orleans.
In April, I accompanied KATHY on a short business trip to Washington, DC, where we spent an evening with RICK and MARIANNE GUPMAN.  RICK also showed me his new office location by the new 12th Street Bridge in SE Washington and brought me up to date on all the latest developments in naval shipbuilding.
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1969: GUPMANS & GRAVINOS in Washington, DC.

DON WALSH e-mailed me in early April while sailing in the Florida Keys, trying to locate JIM SMITH.  DON mentioned that when he came into Key West, he was surprised to find the CGC Ingham there: “Since my first tour was on the Spencer, her profile was like a ghost from the past.”  I called both later, not connecting with DON but catching JIM at home.  As frequently happens when we speak, the conversation turned to the weather in Key West and New England.  JIM’s comment: “Coldest winter in the history of Key West…temperatures dropped into the 50’s…kids wore gloves waiting for school buses in the mornings…it was brutal.”  Brutal?!?  JIM DOHERTY—how was the weather in Washington, DC, this winter?
