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The Class is saddened by the death of Becky Gronlund after a long and difficult fight against Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML).  Wayne shared the following.  “Becky fought with everything she had to give — and then some — but the deck was stacked against her from the beginning. In the past year she persisted through five rounds of chemotherapy, eight sessions of total body irradiation, and a stem cell transplant. She thought she had it beat after the transplant, but the leukemia managed to once again take control. In the long run the insidious evilness of this disease proved to be too great.”  Becky's family asks friends to consider making a donation in Becky's honor to the AngelRide Charitable Trust.  AngelRide is a two day charity cycling event that supports the Hospital Outreach Program of actor Paul Newman’s Hole in the Wall Gang Camp in Ashford, Connecticut. The HITWG Camp provides a summer camp experience for children with serious life-threatening illnesses, like leukemia.  For the past six years Wayne organized Amateur Radio communications along the AngelRide route to enhance the safety of the riders, and Becky worked for several rides in the Communications Information Center taking calls from riders on the 135 mile route who needed assistance.  More details can be found at: http://www.angelride.org.  A Celebration of Life service for Becky was held on April 12th at The First Congregational Church of Old Lyme.

Greg Shaw has once again documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring.  The Eighteenth Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip this year was to Bradenton, Florida, where, for only the second time in eighteen years, they suffered a rain out.  With the bad weather, the group went bowling and Greg reported that they walked away with no major injuries.  Shown in the photo are Jim Paskewich, ‘68, Jack Harrald, ’64, Greg, Rudy Peschel, ‘63, Bob Johanson, ’55. Steve Froehlich, ’73, Paul Pluta, ’67, Jim Card, ’64 and Dick Herr, ‘64.  Greg noted that the Class of 1964 won the prize for the most representatives.  Greg and Paul are plank owners of the annual event, having attended all eighteen years since 1997.
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1969: The Coast Guard Academy Boys of Summer Bradenton


Mike Sprague sent some good news for the column. “My grandson, Adam Davis, was accepted to the Academy Class of 2018.  Adam’s mother, Wendy, is our eldest daughter, and she and husband Scott could not be more proud.  In addition to being the valedictorian in his high school class, he was the starting quarterback in his junior and senior years at Griswold High School in Griswold, Connecticut.  Adam was also their starting pitcher.  I may be the first person in our class to have a grandchild accepted to the Academy.  Adam was also accepted by West Point, but his number one choice has been CGA.”

Paul Bodenhofer retired in April 2012 after spending twenty two years with the State of Connecticut, the last thirteen with the Office of Labor Relations.  He and Candy are still in East Lyme, Connecticut and in August will have been in the same house for thirty years.  

Bob Pokress, Ed Carapezza and I met in Sandwich on Cape Cod in early April and had lunch with Paul Garrity at the Daniel Webster Inn in Sandwich.  It was the first time that the three of us had reconnected with Ed, and we extended our lunch into the late afternoon to regale each other with cadet memories and what we had done over the years since the Academy.  Ed and Paul found common interest and experience operating John Deere heavy construction equipment, and soon the two Bobs were hearing tales of building roads, moving hills and digging trenches.  Included are photos from the lunch and of one of Ed’s toys, a John Deere 690C excavator with Ed’s wife Marsha standing alongside the bucket.
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1969: Bob Pokress, Paul Garrity, Ed Carapezza & Bob Gravino on Cape Cod
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1969: Marsha Carapezza and Ed's John Deere Excavator


I contacted Paul as I wrote this column (May 11th) and asked if he wanted to include anything in Class Notes about his on-going cancer treatment.  “I’m feeling well; I’m a thankful guy.  I’ve completed my third round of chemotherapy and doing well with the exception of being tired.  I thank all those who are keeping me in their prayers and thoughts.  Remember that every day is a gift”.


 Jim Doherty shared this amusing story. “Grandson Jack, 6 this week, tells all he intends to go to ‘Grampa's Boat School’ and will drive ‘the biggest boat in the Coast Guard.’ If he sticks to it, Class of 2030, and I estimate he should be assuming command of a Fast Response Cutter on my 90th birthday in June 2037 - I intend to be in the front row! He has all the USCG Lego sets, every USCG sticker book his parents can find, and whenever we visit, he brings out another USCG story book to read with me at bedtime.”  Perhaps Mike Sprague experienced the same with his grandson Adam.


John Curtis escaped the harsh winter in Seattle and created spring for himself and Anne by taking a sailing trip in the Virgin Islands.  “We flew from Seattle to St Thomas, and while waiting to catch a ferry to our final destination of Tortola in the British Virgin Islands, we sat in a restaurant on the harbor directly across from the cruise ship dock.  I remember tying up to that same dock in July 1966 on our 3/C long cruise.  Then, it was empty except for our two small 311-Ft CG cutters; now, it was filled with three monster cruise ships and thousands of passengers.  After a couple days rest, Anne and I, along with her brother and his wife, got underway for eight days of sailing.  Yes, this old engineer can successfully captain a 42-Ft sloop without major casualty.  For those who haven’t done a bare boat charter, the boat is really just a moving hotel room used to transport you from beach to restaurant to snorkeling spot; the sailing is secondary.  This was our eighth trip there, so we concentrated on our favorite anchorages, snorkeling spots, and beaches.  From BVI, Anne and I returned to St Thomas, then flew to St Croix, USVI.  This is the island where Alexander Hamilton grew up and learned about trade and finance.  It was from here that in 1773 he went north at age 18 to study in New York.  Walking the streets of Christiansted where he lived and worked is almost like a pilgrimage.  Around the island are the remains of over a hundred sugar mills with a couple of estates nearly intact and open for tours.  After three days on St Croix, it was back to Seattle and reality.  Back to rain and blossoming rhododendrons, flowering cherry trees and tulips.  Not a bad way to start spring.”
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1969: John & Anne Curtis

Tim Josiah is transitioning well to retirement.  “I went to Pinehurst, North Carolina, last month for remedial golf lessons.  Went to dinner at the Members’ Club overlooking the 18th green of Pinehurst #2 where the US Open will be held in June.  Stayed one night with Stu White and got the local tour.  We had burgers as recommended by Stu – excellent choice – and took a photo of them that turned out to capture Stu pretty well too.”
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1969: Stu White and the Pinehurst burgers


Rick and Marianne Gupman are weekenders in St. Michaels on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and are anticipating retirement there in the near future.  Grandkids include five girls and a boy (ages 11 years to 2 months).  They host pond parties for guppy and frog hunts as time permits.  Other diversions are lifetime membership in the Marine Museum (for Rick) and Art Academy membership (for Marianne).  
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1969: Marianne & Rick Gupman

Jim Hull and Bob and Barbara Thorne attended the Academy reception recognizing Professor Ernest J. Manfred as Professor Emeritus.  Dr. Manfred taught in the Mathematics Department with Jim, Tim Cenna and Mike Mierzwa, joining the faculty in 1969 and retiring after 40 years of teaching in 2009.  He was Head of the Mathematics Department for 13 years and was awarded the Distinguished Faculty Award at retirement.  Jim commented that Dr. Manfred wanted to teach future Coast Guard officers, related to cadets like a rotating faculty member, and taught our Classmates’ children during his tenure.  “He was a good guy!”
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1969: Bob & Barbara Thorne and Jim Hull at Professor Manfred's Reception


Stu White, Ron and Marianne Greto, and Jim and Cindy Burk attended Jay Snyder’s Mass of Christian Burial at St. John Neumann Church in Reston, Virginia, on March 6th.  Stu commented that the weather was cold and there was still a lot of snow left from a recent storm, but the sun was out making it a glorious day to gather and remember Jay.  “The service highlighted our classmate’s kindness, gentleness, humility and humor.  Jane and Jay’s daughter Hellie gave the Eulogy with moral support from brother Kirk at her side.  She did a great job describing the character of Jay the husband, father, grandfather and officer.  The service was enhanced by the performance of the choir to which Jay and Jane belonged; the male members grew beards as a tribute to Jay.  It was a very moving ceremony with a large group in attendance – a testimony to the number of people whose lives were touched by Jay and his family.  The picture of us with Jane was taken by Ben Stoppe, ’72, who was there with his wife Anne.  A slide show of Jay’s life captured his Academy time, career and professional life but most importantly his fun loving character and love of family and nature.  He will be greatly missed by many.”
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1969: Jay Snyder's Memorial Service in Reston, Virginia


Our 45th Reunion is fast approaching, and Bob and Barbara Thorne are planning a fun-filled weekend for the event.  Jim Smith has again arranged for the attendance of The Gents, who were the hit of our 40th gathering.  If you have not received e-mail updates on Reunion and Homecoming, please send me your e-mail address so that you are not left out.

As reported previously, George Flanigan retired from active employment in February 2013 and raised his previous love of bike riding to a higher level.  In April of 2013 he and Cathy drove to Florida from Northern Virginia and George began a 500+ mile bike trip from Florida back to Virginia, which he captured in a trip journal found at https://www.crazyguyonabike.com/doc/?doc_id=12151.  Now George has ratcheted his goal up to a cross country trip across the northern tier of the United States with two other cyclists, covering over 3,000 miles in 90 days.  You can read all about the trip on his website www.crazyguyonabike.com/GeorgeBikes.
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1969: George Flanigan resting at Great Falls, Maryland

