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Greg Shaw documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring, with the Nineteenth Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip this year to Phoenix, Arizona.  Greg is now the only plank owner of the annual event, having attended all nineteen years since 1997.  Next spring he hopes to pick-up Rube Olsen and Vince Kinal when spring training takes them to the Tampa area.  Shown in the photo are Rudy Peschel (CGA ’63), Greg and Bill Bowen, Jim Card (CGA ’64), Dick Manning (CGA ’65), and Jack Harrald (CGA ’64).  The second photo records Greg and Bill with Tony Lasorda's giant bobble head at the Dodgers’ spring training site.  Bill was a rookie this year and had beer bottle opening duty for the crew.  Bill commented that it was a great time and that he should have done it years ago.
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1969: The Coast Guard Academy Boys of Summer in Phoenix
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1969: Bill and Greg with Tony Lasorda at Dodgers' spring training.

Ron Greto retired for a second time after flying for the Mellon family for 25 years.  He sent the following.  “My March 31st retirement date came and went without fanfare.  However, on April 26th I was surprised with a brunch party that had been in the planning stages for months by my son Mike and his wife Megan.  It was held at the Indigo Landing restaurant where we held their rehearsal dinner 12 years ago.  The restaurant looks out on National Airport, where my Coast Guard career ended at the Air Station and my corporate flying career for the Mellon family began on August 1, 1990. I was floored by the number of people who attended.  In addition to neighbors, friends, crew and coworkers, my entire family was there along with Woody and Cindy Stoeger, Jane Snyder, John Miner, Stu White, Jim Hull, Jim and Cindy Burk, Bob and Judy Lachowicz (CGA ’68), Dennis Majerski (CGA ’68), and Ben and Anne Stoppe (CGA ’72). I also received a tongue-in-cheek "Meritorious Co-Pilot Award" certificate from our dear friend, Captain George Krietemeyer (CGA ’59).  I can't believe such a variety of people could keep a secret for so long.  Maybe the National Security Agency could take a lesson here.  Marianne and I are looking forward to being ‘off the leash’ for the first time in a while.  When I was hired by the Mellons we hoped the job would last at least four years so as to get Mike through high school in one place.  We're still here four months shy of 25 years later!  I'm enclosing a prayer by Cecil Roberts that my seven-year-old grandson, Joseph, found and read before our meal.” 

  

Lord of Sea and Earth and Air, 

Listen to the Pilot's prayer-- 

Send him wind that's steady and strong, 

Grant that his engine sings the song 

Of flawless tone, by which he knows 

It shall not fail him where he goes; 

Landing, gliding, in curve half-roll -- 

Grant him, O Lord, a full control, 

That he may learn in heights of Heaven 

The rapture altitude has given, 

That he shall know the joy they feel 

Who ride Thy realm on Birds of Steel. 

  

Bob Pokress, Dave Anderson and Kathleen White all contributed to a report on The Gents.  Bob: “Jim Smith and The Gents performed in a fundraiser in Wilmington in late February as part of their Its Only Rock and Roll World Tour. Ted and Kathleen White live close by and Dave and Janet Anderson were passing through Wilmington heading north on their way home to Pennsylvania.  I was there because I was swabo'd last summer while filming the band in Grand Haven to be the band's sound tech, losing the shakeout because I remembered from one of our EE classes at the Academy what an electron is.  The Gents put on another fantastic show.”  Dave: “Passing thru Wilmington, North Carolina on our way north, Janet and I enjoyed the evening with The Gents.  They included Paul Pluta's (CGA ’67) son who has a great voice, including some Sam Cooke songs in his repertoire.  Our thanks to Paul and Jane for hosting the gathering of Coasties and neighbors afterwards.  The money raised was being donated to musically-inclined cadets.”  Kathleen sent along the photo of Ted, Dave, Jim and Bob, along with the comment: “Wilmington, NC!  Having a great time; wish you were here!”
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1969: Ted White, Bob Pokress, Jim Smith and Dave Anderson at The Gents' World Tour in Wilmington, NC.

Jack Stumpff now lives on Amelia Island (1655 Olmsted Lane, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034, 954-296-2513).
Don Grosse left the unseasonably cold weather of Williamsburg, Virginia in early March to ride a bike cross country.  Both Bruce Griffiths and Dottie Grosse have been updating me on his progress.  Bruce: “On March 11th I saw Don off on his Transfer-America bike ride starting in my fair city, San Diego.  During his stay here, I helped him carbo load on a local IPA and warm up with beer curls.  I’ve attached a photo of one of our workouts.” Dottie provided the photo of Don on his bike in Texas.  The next Class Notes column will document the completion of Don’s travels.
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1969: Bruce Griffiths preparing Don Grosse in San Diego for his cross country bike ride
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1969: Don Grosse on his cross country bike trip in Texas
Jerry Hale sent an interesting bit of our class history, titled 277 Invited, 258 Decided to Attend.  “I discovered one of the 19 who did not make it to the Academy on July 12, 1965.  Robert Tabor from Norwich, Connecticut, attended Norwich Free Academy for two years and finished up high school at Valley Forge Military Academy.  I met him at the Class of '65's 50th reunion at VFMA on the weekend of April 24th, and spent more time with him over the next two days.  He chose to attend Purdue as an engineer, but ended up with a career in banking.  He is now retired in Stonington and runs his own consulting company called Stanton Bay Capital, LLC.  He seemed disappointed that he didn't join us at CGA, but I assured him that he chose the right path and is doing quite well at this stage of life.  I told him another Bob Tabor took his place (Class of '71).   We hit it off well and I expect to visit him in Connecticut on a future trip.  I never expected to meet one who declined his appointment.  I returned from Team Jamaica, Season 3, on Easter Monday, and I’m working on organizing Team China, going to Xi'an (home of the Terra Cotta Warriors), Tiayuan, Hohhot (Inner Mongolia), and Beijing.”

I recently sent Chuck Hill an e-mail about Doolittle’s Raiders of WWII, describing how B-25s were modified so that they could take off from the deck of an aircraft carrier in a mission to bomb Tokyo.  Almost immediately I received a response from Chuck: “Thanks, but the bombers in the last video are not B-25s, they are early model German HE-111s.”  Chuck is, and has been since our time at the Academy, an encyclopedia on the subject of military aircraft, vessels and naval and aviation history.  He asked that I mention his blog in the next Class Notes: http://chuckhillscgblog.net/.
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