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It is with great sadness that I begin this Class Notes with the deaths of Dave DuBois and John McGrath, two classmates who began their cadet lives with the Class of 1969 on July 16, 1965.

Dave lived in Mattapoisett, Massachusetts, and passed away suddenly on April 8, 2017, after finishing a round of golf with a close friend on a beautiful spring day.  Dave served in the Coast Guard for 11 years until his discharge as a Lieutenant Commander in 1980.  He was the founder and principal owner of Marine Safety Consultants, Inc., in Fairhaven, where he was still active in running the day-to-day business.  Dave was inducted into the U.S. Coast Guard Academy Athletic Hall of Fame and still holds a number of baseball and basketball records to this day.  He remained an avid sports fan throughout his life and was a Red Sox season ticket holder for 30 years, enjoyed golfing, and was a member of the Country Club of New Bedford.  Dave is survived by his wife Trish; his mother Marie; his sons Jeffrey David DuBois, Russell Keane, Steven DuBois, and Christian DuBois; his stepdaughter Maggie Cleveland; and seven grandchildren.  Remembrances may be made to the Sacred Hearts Retreat Center, 226 Great Neck Road, Wareham, MA 02571.

The large attendance at the wake and the Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church in New Bedford was a clear indication of the friendships and involvement of Dave in his community.  Coast Guard attendees at the services included Bob and Barbara Thorne, Paul Bodenhofer, Greg and Jan Labas, George and Linda Naccara, Wayne Gronlund, Bob and Kathy Gravino, Arch Gardner, John Hruska ’68, and Milt Rose ’67.
Stu White sent a note that highlighted Dave’s kindness and generosity.  “I came across an old note that shows the character of Dave.  We played golf many times at a number of Otto Graham Golf Classics (we were on the same team for the upcoming Fishers Island event) as well as Hooligan events.  At the 2014 Otto Graham at Fishers Island we played together and unbeknownst to me were bidding on the same item – an autographed picture of Arnold Palmer hitting out of a bunker.  On the ferry trip back to New London we were together and I remarked that I had been bidding on it as well.  I mentioned that Arnold Palmer and I were honorary Pterodactyls (Coast Guard Aviation Association members) and we were both Tin Whistles (members of the Pinehurst Golf Association).  Dave gave me the picture, insisted when I tried to decline but made me promise to send a picture of it prominently displayed in my home.  We talked about Dave coming to Pinehurst in the future to play golf on No. 2.  Sorry that we waited too long to make that happen.  Dave will be missed by all.”
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69: Dave DuBois
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69: Trish DuBois with Coast Guard Academy attendees at Dave's services

John McGrath died on December 12, 2016, in Germantown, Maryland.  Born in Hartford, Connecticut, and raised in Newington, he came to the Academy as a member of our Class and graduated from the Academy in 1970.  He earned a Master of Business Administration at American University in 1976 and a Master of Arts degree in Political Science at George Washington University in 1977, both while serving on active duty.  He retired as a Lieutenant Commander in 1978 and during his civilian career worked as an engineer for Vitro Laboratories, McDonnell Douglas, Booz-Allen-Hamilton, Boeing Aerospace, and the Pentagon; he retired in 2013 as Senior Executive Service Engineer for the Bureau of Overseas Building Operations at the State Department.  He is survived by his wife Eileen McGrath, step daughter Francine Pauter, sons John and Patrick, daughters Lauren and Chrissy, seven grandchildren, and one great grandchild.   During my first tour at Coast Guard Headquarters in the late 1970’s, I ran into John at an Irish Festival in Maryland where he, his wife Eileen, and their children were participating in traditional Irish Step Dancing.  Today, John’s love of Irish Step Dancing continues in the Washington Metropolitan Area where daughter Lauren runs the McGrath Academy of Irish Dance, and son Patrick runs the Patrick McGrath Academy of Irish Dance.  Donations in John’s memory can be sent to the National Kidney Foundation (your local chapter) and/or the Vietnam Veterans of American.
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69/70: John McGrath
Greg Shaw documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring, with the Twenty First Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip this year, spending five days and four games in the Phoenix area.  Greg is the only plank owner of the annual event who has attended all twenty one trips since 1997.  Pictured are the Class of 1969 contingent: Greg Shaw, Judy Kreiler, Chis Kreiler, and Bill Bowen.  The total group included Jack Harrald and Jim Card (‘64), Mike Bohlmam (‘66), Paul Pluta (‘67), Bill Bowen, Judy Kreiler, Chris Kreiler, Greg Shaw, and Steve Froehlich (‘73).  The crew returns to Florida next spring for the 2018 trip.  Greg and Patti recently relocated to a newly built home in Richmond, Virginia.  They moved from DC late in 2013 to the Williamsburg area and decided last summer to build in Richmond to be closer to their daughter and her family.
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69: The Coast Guard Academy Boys (and Girl) of Summer in Phoenix

Jim Doherty sent a photo with comments.  “I celebrated an early 50 year reunion, this one with the Academy’s former sailing yacht Arctic Tern. I first sailed her when she was brand new, as part of the crew in the June 1967 Annapolis-to-Newport Race.  Arctic Tern and sister Luders-designed 44-foot yawls Blue Goose, Shearwater, and Stormy Petrel are now owned by the Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Department at Patuxent River Naval Air Station.  They are sailed by the Navy Patuxent Sailing Club, which I joined earlier this year. The photo was taken while we were returning from a short race in the Patuxent River in the March 2017 frostbite racing season.  Patti and I are doing well; family holding steady at eight grandkids, but they are all growing quite tall, one driving and still in high school but taking some classes at the local junior college.  I haven’t fully retired yet, though seriously contemplating it; I am still working part-time as a member of the research staff at the Institute for Defense Analyses.”
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69: Jim Doherty at the helm of the Academy's former sailing yacht Arctic Tern
Jerry Hale is busy working with the young men and women at Valley Forge Military College.  He took his fifth trip to Jamaica with ten cadets and grandson Peter in March.  Jerry tells me that I am the one who motivated him to do these trips when I asked if he had ever gone on a short term mission trip.  In late March, VADM Sandy Stosz was at VFMC for a Women's Leadership Symposium to celebrate ten years of success with women enrolled at the college.  The picture with Admiral Stosz includes Jerry and a young woman (Leslie Ann Alasagas) who attended VFMC as a Naval Academy sponsored prep student a few years ago.  Admiral Stosz was a mentor for Leslie when they both were in Northern Virginia in 2011. 
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69: Jerry Hale, Leslie Ann Alasagas and VADM Sandy Stosz at VFMC's Women's Leadership Symposium

Kathy and I returned from a two week trip to Africa in early May, where we visited Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana.  We spent a week in Lusaka, Zambia, to observe a Rotary International educational/wellness community schools project that we have been involved with for the past three years.  The second week we spent in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, and in Chobe National Park in Botswana, seeing the magnificent Falls and wildlife of the Park. 
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69: Bob & Kathy Gravino at Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

