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Jim and Judy Hull visited Cindy and Rod Schultz in Hawaii for a couple of weeks in January.  They stayed in Honolulu for a week and spent a week on Kauai.  On one of the days in Kauai they kayaked up the Wailua River and hiked to a waterfall.  Rod commented: “Pretty adventurous for old folks.  The photo was taken before the hike and when we still had the energy.”
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'69: Hulls and Schultzs in Hawaii
A special thanks to Mark O’Hara ’70 who graciously provided the following.  “Tom and Karen Rutenberg traveled in early March from their home in Nellysford, Virginia, to Charlottesville, to celebrate Tom's 75th birthday.  Joining them for this special occasion were friends Mark and Carolyn O'Hara.  First on the agenda was dinner at the Public Fish & Oyster Restaurant where Tom indulged in one of his favorites - oysters - although the New England clam chowder was also very good.  Following dinner, the celebrants were off to the historic Paramount Theater on the downtown walking mall in Charlottesville.  The party viewed on the big screen the 2002 documentary, Concert for George, a tribute to George Harrison in London at the Royal Albert Hall on the one-year anniversary of Harrison’s death.  The outing concluded with a photo op at the theater's entrance.”
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'69: Rutenbergs and O'Haras outside the Paramount Theater in Charlottesville

Barry and Bettymarie Kane took a cruise in April from Athens to Venice, with stops in Montenegro and Croatia along the way. Barry said that the cruise was a long awaited COVID delayed trip.
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'69: Barry & Bettymarie Kane ashore in Greece
Semi pro golfer Stu White reported on another classic golf tournament held by the elite golfers of ’69.  “The Eastern Carolina Golf Half Marathon reconvened again with Barry Kane, Tim Josiah, Jim Burk, Fred Schmitt, Bob Acker, Jim Robinson, Stu White and Keith Saylor (a neighbor of Barry's from River Landing) at Barry's Winding River Plantation beach house in Bolivia, North Carolina.  Due to our maturity, golf rounds were limited to eighteen holes each day.  The first three days we enjoyed perfect weather as we played Magnolia Greens, Carolina National and Carolina National again.  Carolina National has three nines, so we repeated one nine each day. With the forecast calling for solid rain on our last day, the decision was made on our last night that we would cancel the fourth round and return home.  Most of us contributed to Barry's winnings.  Time was spent reminiscing and watching two movies in the evening - Draft Day and Trouble with The Curve. We are all looking forward to returning next year.”  Barry added that except for two COVID years, they have held this event every year since 2008.
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'69: The Eastern Carolina Golf Half Marathon
The June column is normally where classmates read of the annual trip of The Coast Guard Academy Boys of Summer to baseball’s spring training, either in Florida or Arizona, accompanied by other Academy class graduates who had a love for America’s #1 sport.  But not again this year.  Greg Shaw was one of the original organizers of the event and had the record for the consecutive and number of trips made to spring training.  With COVID in the rearview mirror, we look forward to a return of the annual trek. 

Gary Pavlik was watching a documentary on hunting in New Zealand in November and was struck by the fact that it was like hunting in Alaska fifty years ago when he was stationed on the Coast Guard Cutter Storis in Kodiak on his first assignment out of the Academy.  “You just go hunting!  I immediately started planning for a trip in the early spring to New Zealand, which would be their fall.  I jousted with their system to bring a firearm and overcame the obstacles.  I arrived in New Zealand on March 30th, but had no luck hunting on the North Island.  I fished for two days with a guide fly fishing and landed a dozen 24” rainbows, including the baby in the accompanying photo.  I am on my way now to South Island to fish for REALLY big trout and will hunt again on my way home to the States, before departing on April 28th.”  Gary promised a wrap up on his trip after his return home. 
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'69: Gary Pavlik fishing in New Zealand
Bob and Sue Pokress presented to the Superintendent of the Academy a restored Blohm & Voss Naval Architect’s Blueprint for the Horst Wessel (1936) at a ceremony in the Academy’s Maritime Center of Excellence (MCOE) on March 30th.  The restored print will be permanently displayed in the MCOE as a tribute to the Eagle’s contribution to cadet seamanship training over the years.  Kathy and I, along with Wayne Gronlund, attended the dedication ceremony and reception that followed, with members of the Academy Alumni Association, Academy officials, the former and present commanding officers of the Eagle, and other invited guests, including Bob and Sue’s grandson, 3/c Nate Pokress.
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'69: Bob & Sue Pokress with grandson, 3/c Nate Pokress, at the Academy's Maritime Center of Excellence
George and Cathy Flanigan went on a Viking riverboat cruise along the Rhône River in France in mid-March, but unfortunately the cruise fell apart very rapidly thanks to strikes within the country.  “We got through one lock and then had to turn around and return to the start point.  Viking did their best to provide an alternative trip, but a bus tour is not a riverboat tour.  Then our flight out of Paris couldn’t take off since only one engine would start.  Twenty-four hours later we left on a different airline via a longer travel route.  When we got home, we tested ourselves for COVID and were positive; the Paxlovid therapeutic killed that off in five days.  We are rethinking any future packaged tours and will probably explore a country on our own; however, we are already booked for a Rocky Mountaineer train trip in July – we hope this trip goes better.  Otherwise, we are both doing our regular routines; Cathy is doing more quilt projects, and I am cycling and planning my summer bike trip.”

Has anyone noticed the number of classmates downsizing or relocating to other parts of the country, to be closer to children, grandchildren, or to accommodate more travel opportunities and less homeowner responsibilities?

Bob and Lois Acker moved in January to Wallace, North Carolina.  “We are now neighbors of Walt and Kathy McDougall, Ted and Kathleen White, and Barry and Bettymarie Kane.  We have warmer weather, flatter terrain, one floor living, and golf.  So far, a great trade.  Y’all come down and visit!”  With the Ackers in North Carolina, will Ed and Maureen Labuda be far behind in a move?

Jim Smith noted the following.  “Marilyn and I plan to move to Islamorada and sell our home in Key West.  Islamorada is where son Cale (Class of '94) lives with his family.  He thinks we're moving up there to help with his business and our granddaughters.  Ha!  What we have in mind is elderly caregiving as we age gracefully!  We bought a nice condo up there in early 2021; condos are a lot less work. We are looking forward to being closer to Cale.  I'll still have some real estate clients down here in Key West, so it won't be a total abandonment.  Easier escape from the Keys when the wind blows hard.”
Jim and Cindy Burk moved in November to the San Antonio, Texas area.  “We are moving to the Army Residence Community (ARC).  It is a Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC) similar to where John and Lesley Miner and Fred and Linda Adamchak are in Williamsburg, Virginia.  We are now downsized with no home owner responsibilities and enjoying it all.  I will send you a family photograph when we return to the old homestead in Shelby, North Carolina this summer.  Grandkids number twenty-one and holding.  Hope all is well in your kingdom.”
Rick and Marianne Gupman made St. Michaels, Maryland their permanent home, moving from Gaithersburg, Maryland to the Eastern Shore.  Marianne continues painting and her involvement in the art community, and Rick volunteers at the maritime museum and enjoys being on the water and sailing with grandchildren.
Kathy and I sold our home in Ipswich, Massachusetts in March and bought a condo in nearby Wenham, which allows us to maintain a footprint on the North Shore of Boston near daughter Kelly and family.  Most of our time is spent in mid-coast Maine, on Georgetown Island, at the mouth of the Kennebec River and with a view of the Atlantic Ocean.
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