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BRUCE and GAIL GRIFFITHS “shifted their flag” from California to Wisconsin for the summer and visited with classmates also spending time in the Badger State.  “Our arrival coincided with JIM and CINDY BURK’s visit to their original home state.  We had a fine dining experience at a local supper club, the Maiden Lake Supper Club.  These supper clubs are a Wisconsin phenomenon.  You order dinner in the bar, they set your table up, and after ample opportunity for several cocktails, they call you into the dining room for the meal.  We next enjoyed an overnight visit and classic Wisconsin Friday night fish fry with DAVE and JANET ANDERSON.  Unbeknownst to us, they have been vacationing just south of us for decades!  On our RV road trip back to San Diego, we spent an enjoyable evening with TOM and KAREN RUTENBERG in Minneapolis.  I’ve included three “Gravinos” from our series of Midwest rendezvous with classmates.”  “Gravinos”?  BRUCE’s explanation: “I first heard “Gravino” from either JOHN MINER or JIM BURK in reference to a group picture we were taking of ‘69ers and their spouses when we all met in the Grand Tetons.  It’s the Kodak moment we capture just for you and the Bulletin whenever ‘69ers gather!”
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1969: GRIFFITHS & BURKS in Wisconsin.
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1969: GRIFFITHS & ANDERSONS in Wisconsin
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1969: GRIFFITHS & RUTENBERGS in Minneapolis
DON DEBOK passed along to me that DAVE HUMPHREYS (searun10@charter.net) recently retired from the Washington State Ferry System.  DAVE and MAUREEN moved to a new home overlooking the ocean just north of Cape Disappointment near Ilwaco, Washington.  
Three classmates have recently added grandchildren to their resume.  I note their arrival sans photo.  JIM DOHERTY: “Ciara Leigh Doherty, our eighth grandchild (fourth granddaughter), made her appearance on June 22, 2010.  She is the second child of our youngest son Dan and his wife Jia.”  GARY PAVLIK: “Our oldest, Emily, delivered her second child, a boy, Cole Kneip, on June 3, 2010.  8 lbs 6 oz.  Everyone is fine.  Emily leaves active duty in the United States Air Force in October and will go into private practice and remain in Texas.”  ANDY ANDERSON: “Welcomed first grandchild, Harper Elizabeth Bogue, in January.  Daughter Kate and her husband, Bryan, are just down the road in Miami.”
The August 2010 edition of MOAA’s Military Officer Magazine mentioned JACK BERGMAN in its cover story article about the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.  Lt. Gen. John Kelly now commands the largest force in the Marine Corps, Marine Forces Reserve, and is the first active component officer to command MARFORRES in eight years.  In the article, he credits his predecessor, now-retired Lt. Gen. Jack W. Bergman, for leaving him a superbly run and organized force.
MARK PRESENT continues to explore the natural wonders of the western United States.  “PAULA and I headed up to Oregon in early July to see the wonders of Crater Lake and to get away from the heat wave, but the heat followed us.  Crater Lake was as beautiful as we had heard.  The rim road was not open for the entire 33 miles due to snow, but if you were riding a bicycle you could peddle all the way around.  We stayed in the Crater Lake Lodge to celebrate our anniversary; the lodge was completely rebuilt and reopened in 1995.”
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1969: MARK PRESENT at Crater Lake
BOB POKRESS had a follow on note regarding his cruise on the Queen Mary II.  “Shortly after the August Bulletin hit the street, I received an e-mail from JIM HARTNEY.  JIM and his wife PAT missed SUSIE and me on the Queen Mary II by one transatlantic crossing.  They were on the westbound trip right before ours.  He agreed with our opinion that doing a transatlantic crossing on the QM2 is great fun.”
