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Paul Garrity passed away peacefully at his home in Sandwich, Massachusetts, on August 31, surrounded by his family after a valiant fight against pancreatic cancer.  Pat sent the following after Paul’s burial at the Bourne National Cemetery on Cape Cod. “It has been an emotional week but a journey that really began on January 5, 2014 at the Falmouth Hospital Emergency Room.  We have met so many wonderful, caring people along the way.  I can't begin to express our gratitude as a family to every one of you, but please know we truly appreciated every expression of kindness we individually and collectively have experienced.  The Coast Guard presence on Thursday at the funeral home and Friday at Corpus Christi Church was appreciated beyond measure.  The commitment ceremony was perfect, from the weather, the 21 gun salute, the live playing of TAPS and the young women of the flag detail, to the presentation of the flag. I could not have scripted a more perfect ending to a wonderful life and distinguished career.  Paul would have (correction - did) love every minute of it!  Thank you to everyone who honored him in any way, and be sure to remember '...every day is a gift'.”  Academy classmates and friends who were there for Pat were pallbearers Paul Bodenhofer, Ed Carapezza, Bob Gravino, Greg Ketchen (’70), Greg Labas, Bob Pokress, and Bob Thorne,  and at the funeral home services Wayne Gronlund and Jim Gynther; church speaker Bruce Melnick (’72); at the committal ceremony, Kevin Sareault (’89); and services coordinator Jim Sylvester (’71).  Unknown to me until recently: Paul graduated in 1965 from St. Thomas Aquinas High School in New Britain, Connecticut, as did Tom Zieziulewicz. 
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1969: Paul and Pat Garrity at the 45th Class Reunion in October 2014
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1969: Classmates and spouses at Paul Garrity's internment: Gravinos, Pokresses, Carapezza, Bodenhofer, Thornes, Labases
TR Hamblin was interned on August 28 at Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors.  Stu White and Jerry Hale sent me details.  Stu: “TR is on Coast Guard Hill near the Coast Guard monument to the CGC SENECA and CGC TAMPA. The Arlington National Cemetery app does a good job documenting grave sites but it will be a while before a picture of TR’s grave marker will be on the site.”  Jerry: “14 attended TR’s interment at Arlington: Bob Acker, George Flanigan, John Gaughan, Ron Greto, Don Grosse, Rick Gupman, Jerry Hale, Bob Henry, Charlie Huber, Tim Josiah, Chris Kreiler, Ed Labuda, John Miner and Stu White.  I don't believe Daryle had met any of us before, but she was quite taken by the showing.  A few of TR's associates from Bollinger Shipyards and RADM Ed Gilbert (’58) also attended.  It was a fitting farewell to TR.”
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1969: TR Hamblin's internment at Arlington National Cemetery: Huber, Greto, Miner, Josiah, Henry, Gaughan, Hale, Acker, Gupman, Grosse, Kreiler, Flanigan, White & Labuda with Daryle Hamblin
Ted and Doretta Colburn’s Maine farming adventure continues.  “I've attached a photo of us with a 6 week old calf buffalo whose mother abandoned it at birth.  It was a bit of a challenge to have the calf get into the photo as it wanted to run around us or head ram us. This was the best of about two dozen photos and then Doretta exited quickly. Even a newborn calf can give a good kick, and they seem to do it just for fun.”
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1969: Ted and Doretta Colburn herding baby buffaloes

Summer happenings with Bruce and Gail Griffiths.  “We had a visit from Tom and Karen Rutenberg at our little lake house north of Green Bay where we spend every July.  They were visiting their son in the Twin Cities and drove over for the weekend. Looking forward to our Budapest to Amsterdam cruise in 2016!”
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1969: Tom & Karen Rutenberg and Bruce & Gail Griffiths in Wisconsin


Paul Bodenhofer, Wayne Gronlund, Jim Gynther, and Bob Thorne are the Class of ’69 representatives to the Class of 2019 for the Link-in-the-Chain tradition.  Bob provided the following about the Class of 2019’s Flag Ceremony at Mystic Seaport.  “I attended the Mystic Flag presentation ceremony as our Class representative.  New Superintendent RADM Jim Rendon (’83) introduced me to the cadets and audience and explained the 50 Year Link-in-the-Chain tradition.  The President of the Mystic Seaport told me that he was impressed to see another Mystic Flag there and appreciated how much we value our Mystic flag, as he had never seen a second flag at these presentations.  The newly overhauled whaling ship Charles Morgan served as a backdrop for the ceremony.  Half of the Class of 2019 were present along with their cadet band, and the other half were underway on Barque Eagle.”  You can see a photo of Bob at the Flag Ceremony on page 12 of the August 2015 Bulletin.  Wayne represented the Class with Welcome Remarks to the Parents of the Class of 2019 on Reporting In Day in July.  I send the appreciation of the Class to those four Classmates participating in the LITC.  I would have enjoyed having a relationship with the Class of 1919 back in our cadet days.  Having known an Academy graduate from the Class of 1909, I cherish the stories that he told me about the earlier years of the Coast Guard (Revenue Cutter Service) and the Academy.

Barry and Bettimarie Kane enjoyed another season of travel this summer.  “The photo of us is at an old fortress in Finland.  Our trip was supposed to be four days in Barcelona, a week in Madrid, then fly to Stockholm to board the Viking Star for a 15 day Baltic cruise.  On the fifth day of the cruise, the ship broke down in Tallinn, Estonia, and they flew us home.  We visited Stockholm, Helsinki, St. Petersburg, and Tallinn, but missed visiting Poland, Germany, Denmark and Norway.”
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1969: Barry & Bettimarie Kane guarding the coast of Finland

George and Gayle Bond have moved to New Orleans from their long-time residence of Stafford, Virginia.  They found a house in the uptown area of the city, a totally renovated, traditional double wide shotgun house made into a single home.  George continues his involvement in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, teaching and updating the LAMS and other Auxiliary courses.

Chuck More (CharlesMore@Centurylink.net) has also relocated.  “After Paula’s father passed away last year, we no longer had any family ties in Rhode Island.  Having dealt with another brutal winter in New England, we decided to look for a warmer climate in which to enhance our hobbies of horseback riding, farm maintenance and golf. We found and bought a 28-acre farm adjacent to a State Forest in south-central Virginia. The farm is about ten miles south of Farmville. It was a challenge to move three horses, two cats and a dog along with all our farm equipment, but we ‘got-er-done.’  The farm has a new house and stable plus a large fenced-in pasture.  We had to make some repairs to the fencing and set up a paddock, but we are now settling in with Paula riding almost every day and me playing golf in a senior league twice a week. There is still much to be done to get the place into the configuration we want, but we have the time to do it.  Daughter Beth Campbell (’94) will be frocked as an O-6 next month in the Coast Guard Reserves and husband Mike (also ’94) is currently the Commanding Officer of Air Station San Francisco.”
