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Bob Pokress wrote a detailed and historically informative article in the August/September edition of The Bulletin on the importance of George Washington in the establishment of the Revenue Cutter Service and the founding of what has become the U.S. Coast Guard.  Bob did an excellent job, and it is worth reading if you overlooked the write-up; it is the reason why the Class of 1969 honors George Washington with our 50th Reunion gift.
Fred Schmitt is President of the High Country (North Carolina) Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America, and the Chapter recently dedicated the Watauga County Veterans Memorial.  Fred sent a photo of Jesse and himself in front of the memorial and a press release from the dedication.  "On July 4th, the High Country MOAA Chapter and the Town of Boone, North Carolina, unveiled and dedicated the Watauga County Veterans Memorial. The ceremony was the culmination of a three-year effort to design, construct, install and raise funds for this project.  HCCMOAA came up with the concept and developed the strategic plan which took the project from vision to fruition.  The stainless steel sculpture titled Time and Honor was chosen from 19 proposals submitted in response to a regional competition.  The sculpture is in the form of an ellipse increasing in size from left to right and culminating in five pillars which honor our five armed forces.  The ellipse prominently features the words ‘Duty Honor Country’, the West Point motto long ago adopted by all services to reflect the determination, perseverance and dedication of all who serve this great country."
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1969: Fred & Jesse Schmitt at the Watauga County Veterans Memorial

Dick Burke sent me a photo from his church’s Baby Boomers’ Mystery Dinner Night that he and Bekki host annually.  This year they did Murder at the Cherry Creek Saloon.  Dick was a bartender serving sarsaparilla and other non-alcoholic drinks in mason jars, and Bekki was a waitress.
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1969: Dick & Bekki Burke serving at the Baby Boomers' Mystery Dinner Night
Dan Carney sent a humorous personal story that he asked be shared.  “When I read Bob Pokress’s comments in The Bulletin about how some orders should be challenged, and Dan Garrison’s on positioning the George Washington statue near the site of the old North Gate, an old memory of my time at the Academy came to mind.  This is a little embarrassing for me, but our classmates deserve a laugh.  Swab Year I was assigned North Gate Orderly duties.  I knew the Standing Orders, and being the diligent cadet that I was, compliance was the order of the day.  A civilian woman came to the North Gate and asked to come in.  I told her she couldn’t come in the North Gate without a cadet escort.  She asked again, saying she just wanted to attend the band concert which was being held immediately inside the North Gate.  I told her she had to go to the South Gate.  Soon thereafter, my relief came and told me the Command Duty Officer wanted to see me, and I knew that couldn’t be good.  I reported to the CDO and he asked me why I didn’t let that woman in the North Gate.  I told him she was a civilian and not accompanied by a cadet.  The CDO got up in my face and screamed, ‘But she was in a wheelchair!’  I guess I hadn’t yet developed that important trait of trained imitative.”
Dan’s daughter sent him an e-mail about a brewery in Fredericksburg, Virginia, named 6 Bears & a Goat Brewing Company (https://www.6bgbrewingco.com).  Their web site describes them as follows: “6 Bears & a Goat Brewing Company is named after its founders (and the mascots of their respective military services).  The six Bears are 20-year retirees from the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Goat is a retiree from the U.S.          Navy.  Collectively, the 6 Bears & a Goat have served their country for over 140 years.  While we are very serious about brewing beer, we want to have fun doing it, and our name is indicative of that…it is also indicative of the good-natured rivalry between the Navy and our Nation’s oldest continuous seagoing service, the United States Coast Guard.  Over 10 years ago, these same seven owners started Harkcon, Inc., a Fredericksburg-based company that provides customized solutions to improve organizational performance for government agencies and private businesses.  When it came time for the 6 bears & the goat to expand their business line, the idea for a brewery was born!”  Reading their website, the only Coast Guard member mentioned was the CEO, Mark Faller.  Who is he, and who are the other 5 Coast Guard members?  Dan recommended a contest.  Answers will be printed in a future column.

Rod Schultz informed me that he and Cindy bought property in Hawaii.  Facebook also announced on September 9th that Rod and Jim Robinson celebrated their birthdays on the same date (are there other classmates that share birthdays?).  The photo of Rod and Cindy arrived in time to wish Rod a happy birthday.
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1969: Rod & Cindy Schultz
Mike Moore has been fully retired in Severna Park for several years and maintains an interest in commercial aviation.  Alice will retire soon from the state of Maryland as an administrator in the WIC program.  Travel is a big part of their lives with frequent trips to Texas, Tennessee, New Hampshire and California, and taking several cruises that included the Mediterranean; Amsterdam to Rome; Alaska; and a Christmas Markets river cruise from Nuremberg to Budapest.  Since their last update, Mike and Alice have two more grandsons: Alexander George Cyprian Cain, 6th child, 5th son, to their daughter Laura and husband Chris; and Archer Christopher Moore, 2nd child, 1st son, to their son Chris and wife Meaghan.  Chris left active military duty after ten years, remained in the Naval Air Reserve and began flying commercially.  He is now flying the Airbus A320 with Jet Blue Airlines, and recently served an eleven month recall to active duty for an assignment in Bahrain.  In May, Mike and Alice flew to San Jose to see their daughter Rebecca receive an MS in Chemistry from San Jose State University; in July Rebecca began a course of study for a PhD at Vanderbilt University. 
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1969: Alice, Rebecca & Mike Moore at Rebecca's graduation at San Jose State University
Tim and Marlene Josiah spent ten days in Scotland on a tour with a classical music radio station, attending multiple concerts at the Edinburgh Music Festival and traveling across the Highlands.  Tim played golf at the championship course at Royal Dornoch (58 degrees North Latitude), where they fly the national flag of those guests playing that day.  Kathy and I were in Edinburgh and East Anglia, UK, later in August and attended the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo as Tim and Marlene had done several weeks earlier.
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1969: Tim Josiah at the championship course at Royal Dornoch
Jim and Judy Hull, Doug and Janet Brown, and Gary Pavlik held a mini-reunion at the Coast Guard House Restaurant in Narragansett, Rhode Island, in August.  Photo of the gathering is attached.
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1969: Gary Pavlik, Judy & Jim Hull and Janet & Doug Brown
Kathy and I had a short visit in late June with Bob Glynn at his family cottage in Westbrook, Connecticut.  Lynn was unable to get back east this summer, but is doing well and enjoying grandson Liam who lives close to them in San Diego.
As this column was being wrapped up, Hurricane/Tropical Storm Florence had made land fall at Wilmington, North Carolina.  Checking in with classmates in North and South Carolina, the following responses were received.
Stu White, Pinehurst, NC, September 15th @ 6:10 pm: “Just back from the Pterodactyl Roost in Traverse City - a great time with Drew Gerfin, Dave Belz, Ralph Utley and others; why are we not retired there?  Power has been restored here after 28 hours. Lots of cleanup to do at a future date when the rain stops.”
John Miner, Elizabeth City, NC, September 15th @ 6:20 pm: “Florence was a nonevent for us here....just a little wind and rain. We were very prepared and feel a little guilty about how unaffected we were.  Folks farther south were not as lucky, but I think that the Kanes and McDougalls had evacuated so were out of harm’s way.”

George Bond, New Orleans, LA, September 16th @ 12:40 pm: “I was supposed to do an AUXLAMS in Greensboro, NC, this weekend, but due to the initial forecast of a Cat 3 hurricane heading towards Greensboro, the class was canceled.  We have a daughter in Charlotte, which is why I chose Greensboro so we could visit her, and she is now under a flood watch.  Florence showed how hard it is to project the path of a hurricane despite all of today’s technology!  So even in NOLA I was tangentially impacted.”
Jim Burk, Florence, Oregon, September 16th @ 6:40 pm: “Cindy and I evacuated to Oregon!  Planned trip actually. Getting only rain (maybe a few inches) back home in Shelby, NC.  Hiking out of Florence for next five days.  Plan is to see Jane Snyder and John and Anne Curtis in Seattle next weekend on the return trip home.”
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